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to the poor remainder is 900 little, 
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od | great Work, when ones courſe. 
Rlr | is now finiſhing. The thought of 
em, | this is like an heavy Miffortune, 
le; | which a Man knows not how to 
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elf | under the preſſure, and he gives 
heir over all Endeavours; beca he 
get; thinks ho Labour or Meng wil be | 
to purpoſe, eſpecially when Artempts | 
that | have decnalrogerher ineffeQual and 
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far | of the loſs of Time, when it thus 
and | terminatesin Horror and Dampneſs. 
bed | And yet, though the thing be evil, 
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ployed at Gods Houſe; How many 
Sins have been acted, when the 
Works of Salvation ſhould, and 
might have been look'd after; in 
ſhort, how Vice and Vanity, 
and Idleneſs have divided that 
Time, which God had a right to, 
and which the Soul might have fa- 
red happily by, had it not been in a 
wicked Mans keeping. Intempe- 
rance, Luſt, Pride, Quarrelling, ftu- 
dying how. to defraud, and to do 
Miſchief, robbeth away a great part 
of ſome Mens Lives; and worldly 
Intereſt is the common Thief, till 
improvident, Wretches Tec their 
Graves ready to open, to receive at 
laſt ſo many publick Nuſances, and 
ſo many Burdens upon Earth. Theſe 
muit needs be very melancholy Con- 
ſiderations to thoſe, whole Eyes 
Death is a clofing; efpecially if their 
Conſciences àre yet awake. Aud 
therefore People ſhould be wiſe in 
time, becauſe it is impoſſible for any 
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of us to know, what the iſſues of a 
Death bed will be, or what our Con- 
dition will prove then. The Time 
paſt of our Life may ſuſſice us to have | 
prought the Mill of the Gentiles, faith 
St. Peter, 1 Pet. 4. 3. And thus 
every one of us ſhould ' conclude, F 
the time paſt of our Life may ſuffice 
us, ro have followed the Works of 
tie Fleſh; and the Vanities of the 
World, God knows, there are few, ri 
F who have not loſt too mach of this 
kind already; and, if inſtead of Re- 
covering, Men go on ſtill to multi- 
ply their Loſſes, t will be a ſad Ac- 
count they muſt come to at laſt, 
when they ſhall caſt up their Dam- 
mages, and their pos and 
ſhall be made to conſider what a 
long Seaſon they have fooPd away, f not 
and gotten nothing by it in the end, ſ ſho 
but a wounded Conſcience, and a wit 
molt terrible Proſpect. ws, 
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Conſideration, yet in compa- 
v, riſon of what follows, it is little to 
is be valued. For whatever our Loſ- 
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nd ſnould of that Time) when, not- 
d af withſtanding the intimate Affection, 

that is between them, the Soul muſt 
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a 


. 
- 
: 
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Judgment-day. The Duſt ſhall re- 
turn to the Earth as it mas; and the 


Spirit ſhall return to God, who gave it. 


Eccleſ. 47. 7. It ſhall return unto 


God to receive its Sentence for the 
Works done in the Body; and ac- | 
cording as thoſe Works have been, 
whether good or evil, ſo will its State 
be aſſigned it? either ot Happineſs or 


Miſery. And whatever tkat State 


be, it will be utterly anchangeable. 
There can be no Reviving, till the 
Reſurrection; no returning upon 


the Earth any more; no living our 
Lives over again, to rectiſie any one 
Miſcarriage; no recalling a Minute, 


to drop a Tear, or to cry for Pardon. 
pere is (ſaith Job) ſome hope of 4 


Tree, if it be cut down, that it will 
ſprout gain, and that the tender branch 


thereof will not ceaſe though the root 


thereof wax old in the Earth, and 
the Stock thereof dye in the Ground; 
get through the ſcent of Water it will 
bud, and bring forth boughs like a Plant. 


But 


r r 


But 4 Man ateth, and waſteth away, 


. | ö 
ea, Man giveth up the Ghoſt,, and 

where 16 he? As the Waters fal. from 

to e Sea, and the Flood decayeth and dry- 


el h b, Man lieth down, and riſeth 
i not, 15 h Heavens be no more; They 
„all not awake, nor be raiſed out of their 
n, 5 . . 
te (ep, Job 14. This Conſideration 


then is the ſecond Morive to quicken 


Or { 

te us all to Reedeem gar Time, becauſe 
. the loſs of it at the end of this Life | 
he Vill be irreparable, ſeeing it is impoſ- 


ſible for us to come out of our Gra- 
ar ves again to order Time hetter then 
N 9 4 

ve are ſuppos'd to hay done: We 
te. are deeply concerne&td double our 
; 3 2960 1 60 - . . 

Diligence about it now, before it 

is pait Redemption. As yet it is not 


5 too late; but it will certainly be ſo, 
-cþ | Whenonce we are dead: Our Works 


will follow us into another World; 
but it would be madneſs to think we 


: way begin them there. Which wa 


5/ J 1oever our Souls go, we muſt neceſ- 
. | farily be Loſers, by loſing our Time 


. 
But 


here 


— 
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| or of being Redeeme 
w den once they arrive at the end of 
their ſad Journey. Fell indeed was 


| towards Heaven, and frighten them 


none but themſelves for being ar laft 
without hope of Recovery. There 


quenched, as our Saviour aſſures us 


here. p | 
Qur Saviour tells us of a broad way 
that leadeth to Deſtruction, Mat. 7. 13. 
And ſuchas go that way, are beyond 
all poſſibility of — their Time, 
4 themſelves, 


prepared for the Puniſhment of the 
Devil and his Angels; and revealed 
to Men for their J error; that. the | 
fightof it might turn their Defires 


into an eagerneſs of taking Sanctuar 
there, where Promiſes alone would 
hardly allure ſordid and brutiſh Ap- 
petites. But if after ſuch proffers 
of infinite Happineſs, ſome will be 
ſo improvident and head-ſtrong, as 
to make that their Option, which is 
the Devils Curſe, they can blame 


r K iff EG a oe i 


the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not 


thrice 


Rede eminug of Time. 3 
thrice together, Mar. 9. 44, 46, 48. 
Elſewhere it is called, Fire unquen- 
chable, Mat. 3. 12. Fire Everlaſting, 
Mat. 25. 41. Fire Eternal, Jude 7. 
which is enough to prove tie inter- 
minable duration of Hell- Tor ments, 
againſt thoſe hardy Wretches, ho 
would fain diſpute them away, in- 
ſtead of endeavouring to prevent 
them. Thisis to ſtudy how to throw 
away two things which hang heavy 
upon them, their Tm? and 
Faith too; though the loſs of either 
will be enough to make them miſe- 
rable. Perhaps the loſs of Time is 
the greateſt, becauſe it goes firſt ; 
Infidelity and other Wickedneſs 


being the Relults of the loſs of Time, 
or that which is the conſequent of 


hours miſ-imployed, There are fome - 
Creatures which believe and trem- *' 
ble; and thoſe Sons of Perdition, 
who bear them Company in weep- 
ing and wailing, and gnaſhing of 
Teeth, - would give all the World, 

of | 


their 


32 A Pacicat Diſcourſe ot 
f they had it at command, for a fem 


of thoſe days, which many are ſo 


weary of, that they think of Me- 
thods, how to drive away their 
Tie: ſome by Idleneſs; ſome by 
Pride; ſome by Quarrelling; ſome 
by Luſt; ſome by Intemperance; 
| moſt by Vanity. Thoſe Portions 
of Time, how large ſoever they be, 
which Living men fo little regard, 
thoſe forlorn Souls, which have aban- 
doned themſelves to damnation, by 
not fore=calting what now they feel, 
would think little enough to beltow 
upon Faſtings, and Prayers, and 
Acts of Charity; upon Expreſſions 
of Humility, and Self-denial ; upon 
the ſevereſt Mortifications; . upon 


Fufferin 8 of any ſorts ( excepting” 


their ſuffering the loſs of Time) they 
would be glad, though but of a feu 
Minutes, inſtead of our Tar, to try if 


chere might be any the leaft room for 


Kepentauce. I he Soul doth not forſeit 


its Eſſential Faculties, by being PRs 
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U 
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ted from the Fleſh. It retaineth 


> If fill Underſtanding, Memery, Will, 


and A ffections; ſuch I mean, as are 


be none, when once it is come tothe 
final Foſſeſſion of its Fortunes. And 
et, thus much nay be gathered 


rich Man, Lak. 16, That though 
the State of the Bleſſed, and the 
State of the Damned be immutably 
fixt on each hand by a Chaſm, ort he 
irrevocable Decree of God, ſo chat 
the damned have not any Hope for 
Themſelves; yet they have ſo much 


their ſurvwing Friends may not 
come into a Place, where they them - 
ſelves endure ſu h exquiſite Tor- 
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they have. ſome freſh time given 
them to beſtow upon Moſes, and- the 


— 4 - 


B 5 part 


ſuitable to its Strate. Hope thencan 


rom the Parabolical Account, our 
Saviour gave of Abraham, and the 


—_— 


Charity, even in Hell, as to with that 


ments. And what would not ſuck 
ouls doon their own behalf, might 


Prophets ? To be ſure che; would | 


0 


— 
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rt with all their Torment: for one ; 

ingle day; and yet year after year ! 

is now wafted, I do not ſay, in un-! 

profitable, but in ungodly and wick- @ 1 

| ed Courſes. What Nature doth not 1 

| require, to ſupply its wants, Vice ap- s 

propriates a great ſhare of; though t 

dhe oril commonly goes away with ! 

the greateſt part; and that very WU + 

ſmall Portion, which is left for O 7 

ces of Religion, is ſ nt often after 

ſuch a ſuperficial and careleſs man- |: 

| _ that that too may be reckoned r 

| mong Mens idle Expences, when af c 

Mdeſfer r of Satan comes to deprive r 

them of all, and to ſhut them under 1 

E an utter impoſſibility of ever return. 
109 back to Redesm an Hour. | 


1 
Again, che Son of God tells us 0 f 
5250 Ge, and a narrow way, which 4 

. 


| hene ife, Mat. 7. 14 Now tho 


in that bleſſed State her  faichtulſ- 1 

Chriſtian will be crowned for all his} J 

1abours and Travets, and Suffer: = 
ings 


- * y— * 8 


.. "Rebeening of Ee. | 
e | ings under the Sun; yet in Heaven 
r it {elf he will find ſome detriment 
by not Redeeming his Time here 
- & with that Diligence and Vigor which 
x nie ſhould have uſed, To ſpeak in 
„St. Paul's Words, though he ſpake 
h them in reference to Trials and Per- 
h  ſecutions in this Life, x Cor. J 16 * 
* Such a Man ſhall ſuffer loſs, at be. 
i- Hall be ſaved. For, as there are De- 
er grees of Torments in Hell, ſome 
1- ten with fewer, and ſome with 
dl | many Stripes, as they have ſquan- 
aſl dred away their Time here leſs or 
ve more; ſo there are degrees of Fe- 
er licities in Heaven, as Men have em 
n- We their Opportunities in this 
: orld, well, or better. This in- 
equality of Happineſs our Saviour: 
ſufficiently intimates, by the man 
Max ſions, which he ſaith are in his Fa- 
thers Houſe, Jo. 14. 2. The Words 
in the Prophet Daniel are expreſs; 
Ss hey that be wiſe ſhall ſbinę as the briglu- 
2x eſs of the Firmament; and they that 
n turn 


* 


„ achten Dicourſeat 
rern mam to Rightequſneſs, . #s the 
Stars for ever and ever, Dan. 12. 3. 
The Words of St. Paul are to the 
Uke purpoſe; Ther? is ane Glory of 
the Sin, another Glory of the Mam, 
and another of the Star; for one Star 


4 
. 


difeereth fram another ' Star in"Glory: 
So alſo is the Reſurrettion of the Dead, 
1 Cor. 15. 41, 42. The Apoſtles 
words effewhere are beyond excep- 
tion, Hr which ſowerh (paringly, ſhall 
req; ſparingly; and he which ſoweth bonn. 
rifalh, ſhall reap bountifuth, 2 Cor. 
9. 6. Every man ſpall recerve his own 
reward ac-ording to his own. Labour, 
1 Cor. 3. 8. From which places of 
Ser pute m is lear;that tho'all Re. 
wards at the hand of God be not 
cok Debr, but of pure Bounty, yet 
in the diftribution of them the Di- 
vine Majeſty is pleaſed to make a 
þ. difference between one Man and a- 
nother, and to reward every one ac- 
cording to the Quality and Meaſure: 
ol their Works. And hence : 5 
>» — $*% « 3% & 0 5 ' 
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lows, that even ſuch as Love 
Lord Jefus i in Sincerity, wall Ga 
1 155 LY the kao World, prt- 
rtio as they beſtow their pre 
PT 6 in 15 They Will PRA 
indeed the fame*moſt Bleſſed God 
to Contemplate, Love and Adore; 
the fame ſorts and kinds of bappi- 
neſs to enjoy; the fame uninterrup- 
ted and Eternal Duration of it; and 
every Soul will be Repleniſhed with 
that Portion, which the undeſerved 
goodneſsof God fhall di penſe; But 
yet there will be various meaſures of . 
Bliſs, tho? ir may be impoſſible for 
us now to-expreſs the manner of the 
515 uality, becauſe Eye hath not feen, 
ar heard, neither © it entred the 


to the Heart of Man to conceive the 


things which God hath prepared for them 
that. love him, 1 Cor. 2. 9, *Tis 
very probable that the different He. 
grees of Glory will be anſweradle 
o Mens different Capacities 


and as their Love to God now 8 
: © Tefs 


6 


WO 


= l 


* _ A patent Diſtoutſ#vr: 
les or more Ferfeck, according 
as thoſe heights of Affection are, 
which we attain to here; and ac- 
cording. as the Powers of the Soul 
ate improved and Exalted in this 
Militant State, fo will they ſtill be 
| Raiſed and Perfected in Heaven; 
-- and conſequently the greater Mea- 
_ ſures of Happineſs we ſhall be capa- 
ble of there. Hence it is, that Mar- 
tyrs are believed to be the neareſt 
unto Chriſt in Heaven, and to excel 
other Saints in Glory, becauſe by the 
more abundant degrees of Mercy: 
and thoſe Converts who came later 
into the Vine- yard than others did, 
reach unto an equal pitch with them, 
if, like St. Paul, they make ſuch vaſt. 
improvments by their extraordinary 
Vigour and Zeal, as toovertake in 
their Labours ſuch as endured the 
Heat of the day. However we pre. 


tend to unfold the Manner and Rea. 
fon of the thing, it is evident, that 
in Fact there a:c ſcve ral degrees of 

| 8 Hap- 
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Happineſs, and that every ene re- 
eeiveth according to his Works. 


This ſhews how infinitely we are 
concern'd' to redeem our time wit 
all poſſible mduftry, not onely that 


we may be deliver'd from the ever- | 


' laſting pains of a faturt liſe; bur | 


moreover, that we may not miſs of , 


C 


thoſe great Hopes, or come ſhort, 


oß thoſe Expectations, we comſort 


our ſelves with now. Every man 
finds by experience, what afichon 
it is to be diſappointed; eſpecially. 
where the liopes were ſtrong, and 


the enjoyments deſired, of great 


conſequence; And though the fa- 
culties of the Soul will be fo rectifi- 


edd in a fate of perfection, that Hea- 


ven can be no place for dejecting and 
macerating griefs; yet I cannot con- 
ceive, but the ſenſe of former neg- 
lets muſt bring with it an abate- 
ment of thoſe tranſcendent * Joys, 
which other wiſe would have been 
attairable, "Nay, were there any 

1 room 


* 


an aninterrupted 
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we, though it were but a imall, 
part of every day to think what E- 
ternity imports ;, aud u hat it is to live 

without any end, W. ichout the 15 ; 
SASH K* 


14 * 


1 ation, or Poſſtbiliey of an 
end. Men would fain N 
tal hert; and act ſo unconcernedly, 
as if there were never do he an end 
of their follies; of whichithis is 008 
of · the gresteſt, and the mꝗſt Bala: 
bie: For dye we mult in cur reſpec- 
tive turns; and as ſure as death, 
Judgement will follow 7 and as the 
ſentence is then, ſo will every ones 
lot hold on to Eternal ages, withe 
out ever coming to a Perigd, "Cons 
dering therefore how unchang able 
our ſtate will he, whether in woe 
or bliſs, and how our Everlaſting 
ortunes depend upon the; uſe, we 
make of our time now, We are 4+ 1 
nitely.concer #4 to Redeem, what is 
loſt with a very quick hand, leaſt 
our loſſes prove utterly and unex- 
pectedly Irrecoverab/e;the time here 
is ort, at the beſt: - The Pleaſures 
of Sin are but for a ſeaſon: The 
world '/paſſeth, away gradually; pes · 
ple every day go away before it, and 
TOPS | a 
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4 hate Diſcourte of 
| 18. feet of Barth will in-a little 
time ſerve to immure the moſt In- 
Vatiable and Troubleſome man, that is 
in it now. It would be a wiſe thing 
to look forward; and to conſider, in 
what a ſpace there will be:an 
end of a mans ſins and varictes here. 
In a few years Poſterity, to be ſure, 
| Bore ſee a vaſt Alteration ; there, the 
ll head laid Low; there, the 
. rhe cionable Oppreſſors cut down ; 
there, the Luxurious thrown to 
nouriſh and fatten worms ; there, 
the Luſtful brought to his Fova/ 
Rotteneſs ; there, the wanton eye 
Cloſed; there; ofthe moure of — 
Px aneft Bla is ſtopt; an 
2: 17 my put to pero thee 


there, a 
| is in all which time the Souls. of 
thoſe miſerable wretches are gone off 
with an Eternity of Guilt upon them, 
to an of Paniſhinent; which 
|. we ſhould y 'clofe fo our hearts, 
& could we ſee the Paſſages and Suff- 
1 urs of ſpirits, as We do mw 
when 


4 - 
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when they are carried upon mens 
ſboulders.to their graves. And yet 
conſidering, what we are told in our 
Creed, as to a future ſtate, and how 
Infallible Divine Revelation. is, he- 

een 1 wins” Ir 
cauſe it cometh from God, ho no- 
erh all things, and cannot 'p»ſſibly de- 
ceive or be deceived;methinks nothing 
can quicken our exdeavors toRedeem 
our time ſo much, as this ſole Reffe- 
xtpn, What will become of us at the 
Laſt? but that men are generælh Fools, 
in making fuch unequal compariſons, as 
to ſet contingencies againſt Certaint ies; 
and indeed to Prefer a few: moments | 
before an, Etenni m. 
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; How dangerous the. boſe of time 

At in reference io our preſent 
ma 1 1g 


X | vr beſides all this; peace | 
Dani, s the chitd motive, | 
fat ma verz probably Beal 1 5 
pen before we go to our 1008 
homes, if we be not ſolicitous in 
; timeto Redeem our Loft hovy3. It 
Y is a-Loſs- that may be very dange- 
rout in reference to our preſent out- 
B* ward fortunes, For the laſtration 
of this matter we are to note, that 
God aerermmes upon his time, when 
EF will make © arele/s and Incorrigi- 
ep Examples of his. Juſtice in 
SF* world. Though it be one of , 
"thoſe ſecret things whigh belong un- 
5 0 


"We Re «ig Gi.” 1.4 

bo the. Lora our God. yet the holy 
Scripture gives us marrant to believe, 
hat ſuch a fixt time there is, when 
e viſits Negligent peoples offences 
itha Rod, and their figs: Tg 
FS COMrpes-; elpecially . this fin, the 
ifs ending thoſe days and, heurs, 
hich he is pleaſed: to allot them 
for works of 15 and eagle 
Bods purpoſe concern the old ä 
„ orld was, that their LS ſhould 
7 de an hundred and twenty gears, Gem. 
F. 3. which is not to be 4nderftgod ſo, 
s it he intended to contract peoples 
It ves by ſhortning the uſual term of 


ne 


„Nlare, which in thoſe ages was ve- 
y long: but that he would in ſix 


eore years put an end to the world 
Fhat then was, and deſtroy all but 
eight perſons by a floud, unleſs they 
lid N of thoſe great — 
„ Welles, by Reaſon whereof it grieved 
Pod at the Heart, that be. bad made 


of Ear on the Earth, Gen. 6. 6, It is ob- 
n fervable, that our Bleſſed Saviour 
ſpeak- 
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| 45 A pagical Diſcourſe of 

2 of a terrible Judgment, 
that after His 3 150 
che unbelieving Jews; and di. 
— his diſciples to ſtrict vigi- 
| lance, for fear they too ſhould be 
ſurpriz d and deſtroyed with the 
| reſt, makes uſe of this very inſtance, 
 _ aS"@ powerful argument to make 
them watchful ; Mat. 24. 37. 38. 
39. As the days of Noah were, 
( ſo ſhall allo the coming of the Son 
bof Man be: for as in the days, that 
were before the floud they were 
* eating and drinking, marry ing and 

giving in marriage, untill the 5 
that Noah entred into-the Ark; 
and knew (or; Conſidered) not 
© untill the floud came and took them 
* all away, fo ſhall alſo the coming of [i 
© the Son of man be. Which ſhews, lun 
that the great cauſe of the general th 
F| deluge was, the general. ſin of peo- Ve 
ple in {quandringaway their pretious on 
time upon Pleaſures, Riots and De-FTr 
bauchery, when God hath ſet 2 67 


- Reveeming 0. Time $7 :- | 


t, | their Bounds, beyond which he re- 


de ſolves they ſhould not hve any lon- 
li- ger. The Time God pitched upon for 
i · | the Deſtruction of the Amorites, was 
e the) Fourth Generation from the Days 
of Abraham, Gen. 15. 16. That he 
e, ¶ ſent to Niniveh Was. forty Days, Jo. 
ke I »ah. 3. 4. And by the Hiſtory it 
8. appears, that the ſpace fixed for the 
re, || DeſtruQtion of the Jews after tlie 
on Lord jeſus his Departurę; was for. 
iat I years 3 the time that had been 
ere ſpent in bringing their Anceſtors into 
nd the Poſſeſſion »* the Promiſed Land. 
2 The intermediate ſpace before their 
IOverthrow, is called Jeraſalems Day, 
Luke, 19. 42. O that thou (Jerufz: 
lem) hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt 
2 of in this thy day, the things which belong 
ws, ſunto thy Peace! Gods day was to be 
eral the next; a day of Horror and 
eo - Vengeance, that preſently came up- 
iu, n as ſoon as ſhe had 
De-TTrifled and finned away her 
nem Ww. . 
heir] 
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that God determinies upon à certain 
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F could men be ſo Fooliſh as to disbe 


fare would require them to Redcen 
their Time; becauſe the more' they 


Adeſer that neceſſary Work, ſo many 
degrees the day of Temporal Ven-. 


of dropping into unexpected Ruin 
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By thele few iuſtances ĩt appears 


Time, when he will Puniſh People 
Remarkably, if they do not Pre- 
vent his Judgements by Redeeming 
the Time, While it is yet called, J. 
day. Whence it folſoweth, that 


. 
be 
C 
F 
u 


lieve a futuredtate, their preſent wel 


Frocraſtinate, and the longer they 


geance approacheth; and the near. l 
er that dra weth rowards them, ande 
the more ſteps they take to meet it 
the more imminent fill is the dange ha 

| 
This was St. Pauls own Arguments. i 


for the Rederming f Tine, becauſe. 
faith he) The days ane” evil, * Ephp20! 
zue. dr ben days ths Scriprurqpes 
O 


metimes meaneth Ou Age, anqviſ 
” days] ⸗ 


10 c ne 45 
gay 222 And 1 Splawds 
ſpeaks, 12. 1. Reme 01 
8355 in the das of "thy Touth, 
1 he evil da 9 come nor. And in- 
deed tis pro e monition for Peg. 

ple in that Cafe," to tnake à Bimble 
le uf their Time, to are their 
ourſe, and every day to make the 
| quicker and quicker diſparches ; 
Ake Bodies, whoſe' motion js the 
Wifter and ſtronger, the netar- 
er they come to their p placeof Reff. 
zb Evil dens the Apoſtle nean 4 
of 1882 75 Danger Nag i Am 
n any Juncture is threat 
FE 4 for People ti be Fe 
do flot 50 


Redeer ng b and 5 100 
as. Be” would have 


2 if "they 


SED hey Alt <td ON Tea 

nd Circumſpection, which 
Taree: thoſe, ho are certai other 
128 to to be quireodone, 1 * 


zo 
Rod i is. laid-up, and the. 
is put. 8 day: 1 7404 3 on 


ſtill; the farther and rther it is 


deferr ore 1 iouſl 
ns, MN 275 / 


in Wet 
doing. For God's Nader con- 
ditional ; he doth always re! erve to 
himſelf a. power of Revocation, 


and ſtill er it e tp 


from danger, as 
in anſwering the 


do their parte 


the Sentence. 7 Re 


eem their Ns, G0 4 — 
hem and their — 070 Ne 
ling n, and then he is {a 
f the Eyil: *Tis {po na 
Red manner of Me», in Tondek 


ſion to our Capacities; when 5 
our due Reformation he Removes : 


Judgement, which he intended oF© | 
therwiſe'to bring upon us. At whatFau 


inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Na lie 


tion, and concerning a KingdomF! 
to pluck up, and to pull down, and 


to deſtroy it ; If that Nation 2 
who 


9 
” 


Redeeniing of Time 5 
ou when Thavepronoinced turn fage their 
O0 Evil, will repent of the Evil, that 7 
| ehought to do anto them, Jer. 18 7,8. 
yi Vp ebit” Account the Apoſtles Ar- 
/ojgument,/taken- fromthe confidera- 
of great forte, becauſe Self. preſer- 
ation is the firſt principle of Na- 
ture, and that which too often works 

Eren g,, Pieper off Religion ; 
Hut when Religion comes to 4/3 it, 
byſhewing People the Vengeance 
mf God over their Heads, it ſerves 
De ho ſet all hands at work upon the 
Redeeming” of Time, to prevent a 
8 —— of ex wy ee 
kely to periſh. Many, that àre 
po ontented to run the Baabe of . 
eg Mot her Life, are very unwilling 
d oo loſe the Comforts of this, be- 
vhaitauſe they love the Preſent, and 
Na heir Senſes are too ſtrong for Faith, 
jomfhich is the Sabſtance of things not 
anden, 'but hoped for, Heb. II. 1. 
ainſi refore when preſent dangers are 
hon C 2 throUghy, 


31 A Ractical Diſcourſe of 
chroughly: apprehended, Endea- 
yours t avoid them will naturally 
follow. Ia ſuch a caſe, People 
will no more loſe I ime) then «they 
wilt lyean their eds, if they know 
the Hauſe is ready to be burst. 
Now, as certain as Natura b Capſes 
Work, ſo certain it is, that Judg 
ments will overtake thoſe, who gare 
not how vainly and wickedly they 

ſpend their days. It is that, whict 
feals: Men up to Deſtruction, as it 
did the Sadomites; amongꝑſt whoſe 
Iniquities, abundance of Ialeng is i ed 

reckoned, as one, Eæet. 17 49. that e 
Which drew ee Wick #< 
edneſſes, more, and at laſtturned th 
Whole City into a great Globe of 000 

Fire. Therefore When the Hanf 
of God in the leaſt appears, it $9151 
an awakening Argument for us all ij Had 
riſe from our Security, and to Rc 
deem the Time, while we liave J Res 
yet any opportunities left us; Fd % 
the longer we defer this Buſineſſ feit 


n — wy $3 

\« |.cheohardey God Wil be 1g Ble“ in 
Y nesded Jo till in the end he Will Ve. 
le come utterly inexorable. This 
ſeems to be clear from the” Parallel, 
which the Apoſtie dtaweth from | 
the Caſe of EA Hub. II. y F 
a Aaarſel of Meat he old hi, Bib. 
right, and aftermards loft lu Farh#3 
Bleſſing by Hunting. Jacob made ſuefi 
an uſe of his Brothers a hence; and 
ie Col ag Time, that hs got the 
＋ from big, N would 
fe NN evovered:it; but 


5 rejecti 
ec berauts he cafe 890 Mb 2 
at all found: (faith the Apoſtle ) u Plate 


of: Repent ante, ' though he. ſought care- 
th fal wi Tas, e he 


coul not perſvade. his Farbe to Ri 
of what hi hail done, ſol as to — 
at 


- 
— and to recal the thing 
f had gone out of his Lips. This in- 
5 ſtance the Apoſtlꝰ makes uſe of as u 
J Reaſon, why we ſhould r 
* lift vf of the grave of G0 or for- 
* leit our title to his a; Prutecti- 
3 on, 


[ 


54 _A—_—— of 


0%.;whieh yet would-be of no force, N acc 
Agr" 


inffeed bro the purpoſc, ii it 
were not peoſſihle for us to fare as ill 
25 Eſas did. But St. Pauls wordt 

- thew,, ther chough God be a God df 
katienee and lang ute ng, yet there 
| Nt om wa oy o lon- 
gen for thoſe Who turn his Grace in- 
t wnj˖ꝗjm ei when he will be“ 
deaf to theit - cries ; and will not be G 
prevailed, with —— . oh | 


e ee 5 
wy Nel d. u ab — — -$ 
4 this life; >” 


wa repo a 7 
V5 . pr -PEO or d 
—__ Ne nin op tmprovident peo- 
ves; and for. the adnonr-ff 
ok of all The. pains. of another 
world are purely Viididtive:; and 
ſuch as are both Remedileſcand Bnd | 
— and therefore God leaves roam 
fog merqy to the very Laſt haus of 
lie, When Repentante on our part 


] 
a6 — aud Ligecre': witneſs 2 


acceptance, that penitent thief upon 
1 the Croſs found ; whoſe cale, chor 
Mit was Particular, and not to be 
3; drawn into example, ſo as to encou- 
rage an wretches to throw away 
elr time upon preſumption of mer 
Vat the Laſt; yer it argyes plainly, 
hat at what hour ſoever a Sinner turn- 

th from his evil ways he ſbal ſave his 
beo alive. But this doth not al- 


ways fave people from Puniſhments 
ere; eſpecially ſuch" People, as 


nave long Abz/ed' the Patience and 
Vooc eſs of God. To this purpoſe, 
ve may obſerve, what was ſaid 


. Nen, Lal. 19, 42. thar the 


lings, which belönged unto her 
. peace, were hidden from her Eyes; 
Jad che Reafon of it is given v. 44. 
recauſe ſbe knew 20} the time of her vi. 
tation; that is, ſhe did not cons 
ider her own great intereſt in time; 
e would not lay the things belong - 
ng 5 her peace to OE IR 
an o many calls, nrit from 


% 4 ale Dili of _ 
the Prophets that had been, ſent to 
her, and at Laſt from the mouth 
of theSon of God himſelf, the Lord ſr 
of life and Glory. The Reſult ef 
„ that people 2 quite Sin awa 
this their day of Peace; and becauſe 
the more time they loſe, the greater 
their dangers are, they ſhould be 
very diligent, while they have fair 
S 5 while there is a - 
ap. accepted time, 4 4 Nas 
e 24 
be faund, =} hb the Pro ropher, Ia. 55.8% 
6. Call upon him, while he is near ; in · be 
255 ng clearly, that there is a cri- Ii 5, 
ure, when he will not be 1 
Fn by a 8 great diſt· ve: 
ance, » wary | be fought after. ore 
And to this purp oſe are theſe fol. 
lowing. Texts of Scripture, N 
124. &. Becauſe ] bavecalled, an 
 wrefaſed, have ftretebedout. 3,9 
| 10-9141 regarded; but de har fel 
at nought my counſel, and wouli 
2 Reproef T alſo wil Log" pi 


Mora hung oe Ee 37 
19 9 TT will mock when 
ch Hur fear ney when Jour fear ' - 
d erh as Deſolation, and your Dy ratt- 
ef | on cometh as a whirlwind; + when di- 
rf ten 5 and ang fb cometh von be ebe 
h 22725 upon me, but 1 will not 
anfiver, C 255 [ball ſeek me early,bat ſhall 


2 ud me. Iſa. 65. 12. Therefore 
ir ill I number you to the fword, . 1. 
Vall all bow down to the CE nk be. 


aſe when I called, ye did not anſwer ; 
4 T ſpake, ye 4. not hear, but aid 
5. vil before mine eyes, and did chaſe that 
3 T delighted not. And Iſa. 7 
15, 16. Iwillcaſt you out 0 ht, 
f; I have caft 45 all 2 m7 fe, 
ven the whole ſeedof Ephraim; there 
Wore pray thou not for this people, nei- 
her lift up ery nor prayer for them, 
Feit her make interceſſion to me; for 1 
PI tot hear thee. | 


"From theſe ſeveral places it appears, 
Bat Gods decrees, which in the he- 
Finning were Conditional, at jength 2 
C 5 come 


ur on S ood, it 
narrowily concerns us to Redeem our 
time, before irbe too Late. To dg 
if you will bear. bis voice; harden not 
Jour hearts, faith the Pfalmiſt; as ifflwh 
the deferring of it to another day leſt 
were a ready courſe to harden our fas : 
own ſpirits, and t make God ſi. bil 
lent to all our eryes in the day of ftho! 
vengeance. This is hour honr, and pf, 
the power of darkneſs, as Chriſt told! 
thoſe malicious wretches, Luk. 22. A 
53. But Gods power will take its hon 
turn, When his own time cometh ear 
and becauſe of that day and hour Po 
kno eth no man, but it is wont to Tho 
ſteal upon Improvident peo der 


Kedeeming or Cime: 589 
they look not for it, nor are aware 
of it, we ſhould be every minute, 
watchful and Ready, by Improw 
ing the time Preſent'to the heſt ad- 
vantage. Who can tell it 4 d 
mil bring forih? Or wat ſhall be 6» 
the morrom? and conſidering, how 
(uncertain this world is, and how) 
it Croſs events uſually prove; What - 
ur ever we Project or hope for, we 
a) ſhould not let any bleſſed "opportami« \ 
ot ties ſlip away, —— — about, 
if while the main buſineſs fs for us, 
y Weſt ſudden agſfruction come upon us, 
ur Jas trævui upon & woman with Child, 
ſ1- hilt we ſay, Peace and Safety, like 
of fthoſe fooliſh People St. Paul ſpeaks 
7 5 1 T5. 5, 3. - 
18 | 
2.4 And would God, we of this Ring- 
its hom would ſeriouſly lay this thing to 
heart, while the great Goodpeſs of - 
ur Pod towards us. doth yet endure ! 
tofſhough we ane as apt, as any Na- 
en tion | | 
Bl | 
@ 11 


1 


| co A pPpantialDilcourſ@of. 

| tion, to flatter our ſelves witk Pro- 
miſes of Peace and Safety; eſpecial- 
ly, conſidering how many. years expe- 
rienes Me have had of Gods, merciful, 


and indeed mir aculous W 0- 
ver us; vet e cannot but diſcern, 
what dangers threaten the Whole 
Nilo at this time; and it is to be 
illfd, that that time, which ſome 
trifle away. in murmuring and Cam- 
Plaints,, we would all of us be per- 
{waged to employ upon acts of un- 
feigned Repentance, that God may 
be intreated for us, before his arm is 
ſtretched out to cut us off in the mid- 
dle of out ſecurity. As we have 
| loſt eiue, ſo Gods. Judgments have 
gained ground; nor is there any e- 
ther way left us zow, But to recover, 
W what we can of our Loſſes, by mak- 
igg a Quick uſe of the, Remainder, 
cccording to the Laws of Religion, 
and truè Chriſtian Prudence. Should | 
fuclx dgſo/ation and diſtreſs be krovght I tht 
£2971 upon 


"= #4 


Medeemeng at Time: 61 
pon us, which ſome other Afations 
groan under, it will be too late to 
lay, we did not imagine, that hi ngs 
would have come tothiis paſs. We 
have, God knows, little reaſon to 
think, we are better than other peo- 
ple. If we were not worſe, our ho- 
pes of ſafety might be better ground- 
xe ed. But by how much Atheiſm and 
Vreligion go beyond ſuperſtition, by ſo 
much are our provocarrons greater, 
and our fins the more crying and 
importunate, to bring down that 
vengeance, which we ſee hovering 
over dur heads. Therefore, the 
wiſeſt, and the moſt effectualcourſe, 
we cantake, to prevent our Ruine is, 
to lay hold on thoſe fair opportunities 
r, | we have, before they are out of out 
reach, and to redeem the time, while 
God is yet pleaſed to give us Leave. 


Tho Promiſes being duly and 
throughly conſider d, will, J hope, 


* 
og 1 = 
r 
, gt oc. 5 


. 


- — criprnga 
| 1 carry” Aer 
— on to 


W we havea 


? 6 

4 ö 
f 

| cane * 

* 3 ö 


ry;viA.How we may — 
ter; ſo as to Redeem our time to ve. 


Eee A OY thorn ; 


8 + Het. 17 7430 „ ” 
4 order hereunto theſe five 
things are neveſſary 


Firſt, to kipdle, 8 * in 
our hearrsa true Chriſtian Zeal: 


| Secondly, wo ke, when flas 
and to make all WL 
ble amends Te them. 4 


-Thindy, wo do all the good y we 


* 


Fourthly, to cob tay: flip away 
wholly, without promoting our eter- |. 


nal intereſt 1 in ſome degree and mea- 


ſure. | 
And 


ur 


7e 


2 % 


to ſpend as much | 


is may be of the —_ of our 
upon Devotion; eſſ 
on the Solemnities of 


* , * 5 

n inthe houſe: of T 
N * 8 . 8 

De, ahnt 


Wia e 
99910 


And Fiſthly, to 


ially up- 
n 


[ 
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The way to Reazem our time is, Nl... 
"ff, to kindle and pre ſerve 
in our bearts a true * 'T 
an Zeal. 


IEEE 
1. HE Firſt courſe to be taken 
is to Kindle and Preſerve 
in our hearts a Trae C hriſtian gal. By 
a true Chriſtian Zeal I underſtand, a 
Warm and well Governed Reſolution 
to act according to Chriſt's Laws. 
For there are two ſorts of Zeal 
which are Fa/ty.One, is that which 
is not according to Kyowleage, as St. 
Paul tells us, Rom. 10. 2. a 
Paſſion, or Impetus, that hurries all 


miſtakes; and witl ut a deliberate 
Calm . of the true me- 
rits 


beſore it upon P umpt iuns and e 


8. 

his Own,, nen Tr dert breathed * 
threatnings ah laughter a ainſt 
diſciples of the Lord. He ve- 
[rs hr, "that he WAS bound to do 
. 15 contrary to the name of 
Ee of Nazareth, A#. 26. g. 
This was his miftater zeal; and 
therefore he obtained mercy after 
ards, becauſe, what he had done; 
5 did aal in unbtli Fu. 
1. 3. There is another ſo of zeah 

hich is not according to Sobriety ; 
an Inordinate heat of mind, and 
hat too, ,miſ-applied, upon obj 
10 wok not ſo proper; though the 
Judgment be "right and 
and: When zeal is 1 a : 

bout minute matters in co part 

about the uad, þ and pe- 
ite Appendages, rather than chat a- 
out the ent a of Rellgios Such a 
Fcal Was theirs, who were ſtrict 
ind nice about Mint, Anis and 
«min, but omitted the weigh- 
tler 


Its 


. - 


r 


| e 3. the the natural Tae 


n 


tier matters of the Law, Rig dbu 
neſs, mercy, and Fah theſe 
things ought ye to have done, and 
not to leave. the other undone, faith 
our Saviour, Math. 23. 23. Our 

zeal ſhould be attended with Tele 
as Well as Warmb ; with Regula. 
rity, and due Application, as Well 
as fervency; and then 'tis a well 


verned zeal; a Diſpoſe ſrion made 
wo a right Fripcye, | and of, due 


Ceo N. 19 5 2 


Now ſuch a ſober earneſtneſs of 

mind is abſouttly neceſſary in order 

to the Redeeming of our time, be. 

cauſe it is the ſource and W 'of | 
h 


'All 
rformances 1 without 
lane far fr re fl - 1b 


orous 
5 üch we 


7. 


W Keil ur induge 
e Ea ee he ma 


bs * literally a Dream; yet a lit. 


tle 


68 Aan Dünen e 
ſim They wait för the Twilight, 
Prov:7 9. They tarrylong at the win, 
Prov. 23, 30. They riſe up early in 
the. morning, that they may follow 
ſtrong drink, and cdatinu until 
night, till it-inflamgs them, H. 5 
11. In, ſhort; Whatever people | 
hearts are ſet upon, they will be 
ſure to follow with Ixdaſtry and eager 
aeſs : * and: the true 8 nm, why 
they are ſo ſparing of cheir time i 
the buſineſs uf Religionp is becauſ⸗ 
they want fuck aPrircip/c-ofivigour, 
as makes them profuſe and Prodigal 
in other caſes. .. Hence it is, that the 
Bed or the Belly rob the Cloſet, be 
cauſe their minds are not there, that 
y-_ and paſtime go away wit! 
= g 1 —— 
take up; and that ſuch portions of 
= the day are beſtowed upon vanity 
and vice, which fhould be expenc 
ed upon''Prayer. ' Hence it is too 
that: the Houfe of God is ſo neglect. 
ed; that the Altar is paſt by, whe 


all 


2. Ag. S8 8 8 8 
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70 Au,, Diſtourte of 
attend a. godly, Tighteous and ſober 
life. We ſhould often reflect upon 
of all Horaꝶ matters; that after all 
our · Arts and Labours ſor them, We 
muſt leave thetn all Behind/ and can 
carry nothing away; but our Con. 


ſciences and works ; we ſhould daily If 
conſider, that we muſt all dye, and 


after Death go to Judgment; and 
think with our ſelves, what terri- 


dle times thoſe will be; what « = 


Precious thing an Immortal Soul is 
how unchangeable its ſtate will be 
hereafter, whether it be in miſery 


or Blifs; and What a, fooliſh: thing tf 


twꝛill be to Loſe it, though it were 
or the Gaining of ten thouſand 
worlds now. We ſhould conſider 
with all, what cares are neceſſary 
for the ſaving ofa Soul : How many 
things we are to do, and what lit tle 
time we have to do them all in, how 
our days paſs away like a ſhadow ? 


how very amertais the ſhortneſs ol Nea 


them 


h 


"at ol Eres Ir 
chert is how m 4 there 
are to cut: us off, before Nature hath 
ſpun out her work to the Full? of 
what dangerous comſequenceDelays are; - 
what a diſmal thing it will be, to be 
ſurpriz*don a ſudden? and how Con- 
engen the iſſues of Repentance n may 
be, though an ill man be permitted 
to lye Jos upon his fick bed, with 
Friends an and Prayets about Hite?" 

99 5 and the like Religious me- 
ditations, | if rightly entertain'd, will 
heapt, to inſpire us With warm Re- 
lations, to Redeem our time, While 
t1s yet in our hand; td make us 
% of Loſing a day more; and 
0 inyigorate our fouls with ſuch an 
jearty principle, as will render us, not᷑ 
nely Dilzgent, but very Qalous and 
er in a Chriſtian courſe, which 
puts mie in mind of the vigorous Re- 
olations of that great Apoſtle St. Paul, 
hoſe indefatigable Induſtry and 
cal to Redeem the time he had loſt, 
is 


1 Sigew to Fry and out · run th: 


p 7 (App fo "Phil? 
is a C pattern r ours, . 1 
12. 13. 14. 1 follow after , ith he 

forgetting thoſe things, which are bs 

. hind, aud reaching forth unto thoſ 

| thi 5, hich pay 3 T preſs on to. 

ward the mark, for: the Prize of the 


high calling 0 s. He 
= de OC Th that 
Ce a Cnr Nes 

arland a or Race. 
. Abc which are engaged in 
ſuch an Athletich Courſe, ae no 
wont to ſtop and loiter away thei 
Minutes, or to ſtand looking behind 
them, to ſee what lengths and diſtan 
Ses chey have ran, and how far they 

Have NP ripe the Combatantsth 
| * AIC of them ; t ſtrive an 
1 Tea n nity eve 


remo e may receive the 
Prize erk 5 nr oe 0 did St. * 
with Conſtancy, { 
eſs in that Spi dal Furt 


W wherrinhe was 8 (tho 


= * 2 


Redeeming of Tine 
a late one) for « Crowngthat withereth * 
not away nor fadeth, He was on the 


'E purſuit; he made as much ſpeed as | 
was poſſible ; {trove hard, and went 


on vigorouſly from one labour and 
difficulty to another; he ſetch'd up | 
and recover'd the Time he had miſ- 
ſpent,by Toiling and Working, and 
Travelling more abundantly than 


che reſt; impatient Day and Night, 
till he had out gone, and out-done 


thoſe, that had been called before 
him, and (till preſſing forward, and 


ſtretching on for the Prize he bad in 


be that Eternal weight of Glo- 
ry,which was laid up for him in tho 


- 


Heavens. — 


| " a= i 
By this inſtance we fee, what a 


warm and well govern'd zeal is; 
boy powerful in its Influence; what 


Life and Vigour it creates, and what 


a wonderful Works it can do in a lit- ; 
tle Time; when a Man is reſolved IA 


to Redeem it indeed. And that we 
| D may 


14 A Puctical Dilrourle of - 
may follow St. Paul's Example, iti 
neceſſary to ſet up (as he did) a fe. 
rious and obſtinate Reſolution, to d 
od Service from our Hearts, and 
our ſelves and others all the good 
Wee can, while we have fair Oppor - 
tunities before us. Such a Chriſtian 
Zeal will make Us too active and 
nimble in running the Race that is [+ 
before us; t will carry us with Pati. 
ence and Conſtancy through All 
= fo that no Pains will be begrudged 
no thoughts of Difficulty will put us 
WF - toaſtand ; no apprehenſions of Dan 
ger will make us faint; no ſenſ 

of Diſcouragements will caſt u 5 
down; *twill help us to go on fill 
from Vertue to Vertue, fearful o o. 
nothing, but of loſing Time.;- till de 
at laſt we come to that great pitch $; 
St. Paul attained to: I have foughtM bh 


| 0 6 - good e won, Ped my courſe is 
| att 


A IM: a. 


I have eps the . hencefort| ] 


there is laid up for me a Crown «fl th 
R ighteouſneſs, which the Lord, the be 


righteous 


bs | Kevemigor Time 93 
e Juage (hall give me . at 
that day; an ot ro me only, but to 
all them 00, that love his en, 
nd m. 4.7 8. 4 


45 obs - 1 
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ti 4 — way is, t conſid 140 
what Sins we Tei acied, and 
10 make all poſſeble amen de | 
for them. | 


Us Sand His N Diſpoh- 
till tion being form'd in 

o our. Minds; the next way to Re- 
till deem our time is, toconfider what 
chill Sins we have afted, and to malo alt poſſi 
gh ble amends for them. The time that 
rſe a flung away upon vice is not meer- 
rig ly loft, but conſumed wickedly ; and in 
do caſe there is as much difference 
the een lofng and waſting, as — 


4 D 2 is 2 


"*C 
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75 A Practical Diſrourſe e 
is between idleneſs and miſchief; 
or between doing nothing at all, and 
| doing that, which is Evil. Now 
& here the way of Redeeming ones 
time is, as far as tis poiuble, to un- 
doe that which hath been done; 
and to perform ſuch acts of repen- 
tance, as are declarative of our hear. 
ty wiſhes, that the things had ne- 
ver been done at all. For, to con- 
| tinuein a Wicked Courſe, or, not 
to make ſome Reparation for a wick. 
ed Act, is a ſpending of time as 11], 
as at the firſt; becauſe it carries 
with it a tacit Approbation of mind, 


Which is Tant amount to the Commit. k 
ting it again over and over, Nay - 
Sins continued in, or un-repented,W -. 


are more pernicious in their Conſe 8 
quence, than they were in the orig! ; 
nal; becauſe they harden the heart 
and by degrees draw ſuch a, cruſty 

temper upon the Conſcience, as makes 

it inſenſate; ſo that the lofing o 
time on, is the ready means of _ 
ing 


* Vedeemiig of Time. TT . 
king one uncapable at laſt of Re- 


5 deemingꝑ it at all. This ſhews, that 
„by perfiſtiog in that which is evil, 
es iaſtead of recovering the hours that 
a. were wictealy ſpent, men miſamploy 
e: chem il, and make the matter 
5 daily -worſe and worfe. . Therefore, 
r. hen aa ill thing” is acted, they 
e. Haul endeavour to obliterate it by a 
„. very ſpeedy repentance; and the 
or /2over they come to it, the more 
K. dme and Innotente they ſave, and 


1] the quickher they make all Right 


again. An inſtance to chis purpoſe 


0 we read of in the Church of Corinth, 

' upon St. Paul's laying the Eccleſ- 
| 25 Cenſures on thoſe, who had 
x committed ſome Scanaalous Enormi- 
"WW ties, 2 Cor. 7, 9, 11. Je were mae 
Sotry, ſaith the Apoſtle; after a godly 
manner, —— And that your Sorrow, 
hy what carefulneſs is wrought in you? 


Tea, what clearing of your ſelves? Ta, 


n what Indigna: ion? Tea, what Fear? 
* Tea, what vehement Deſire? Tea, what 


1 Teal? 


8 A Padical Diſcourſe k 
Dea? Nag whet Revenge. bat is, 
3 eee a had ſuch 
great effects upon them, that they 
were very Sollicitous to expiate their 
offences; they purged themſelves 
preſently of the n : 
they. expreſs d the diſpleaſure and 
vexation for the 3 of them; 
they were afraid of offending God 
any more ;they ſhewed all readineſs 

to give the Church Satisfaction for 
what had been done among them; 
they declared their firm Ręſolu- 
tions of Reforming for the time to 
come; and they uſed all poſũble ſe- 
verities, to inflict Puniſhment ** 
themſelves, for the wrongs they 
had done their own ſouls, and for 

the Reproach,they had brought up- 

on their moſt holy Profeſſion. This 
Ss is a Right way * e to Re- 
deem their time; becauſe it is in 
effect, to deſtroy and ſpoil the works 

coc their hands, to make the days 
pexith, wherein they did amiſs; and 
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Bedeeming of Time. 59 
to begin their lives a new, as if thoſe 
days had never ben. A 
Though {/rit#ly ſpeaking, we 
cannot utterly Null our works, ſo as 
to make thoſe things never to have 
been, which are actually paſt, yet 
Moraly, and by Interpretation we may 
Annihilate our actions, and Revoke 
what is gone, if our Repentance be 
Hearty and operative like that 
which thoſe Corinthians expreſs'd. 


Nou here men ſhould examine 
the Quality and Condition of their 
crimes paſt, that they may Redeem 
their 'time by ſuch, Indignation for 
them, and ſuch holy revenges upon 


themſelves as are ſuitable. 


Some ſins are Injarioas to the 
Souls of the Actors only; ſuch as a 
man committ eth alone, and by him- 
ſelf, without any witneſs of them, 
but his on Conſcience and God. 


In this caſe the right courſe is,. tobe- 


0 take 


89 à Pꝛadical Diccurſe of 
= take ones ſelf to Private, but ſincere 
humiliations; to deprecate God's 
' wrath; to chaſten the Soul by Faſt- 
ing and ſevere mortißcations; to be- 
ſtow more time than ufual upon 
meditation and Prayer; to break off 
| ones fins by Righteouſneſs, and 
ones iniquities by ſhewing mercy to 
the Poor; and above all, to leave 
the ſin, or ſins, entirely off, and by 
the continual exerciſe of contrary 
vertues to bring the mind to a regu- 
kr frame and temper. This is to 
undoe an Evil action, to cancel all 
that Guilt which is Private, Perſo. 
nal, and Single, to Recover what is 
paſt and gone, by ſuch a moral Re- 
vocation asGod will accept of, and 
for Chriſt's ſake Impute to the ſin- 
cere Penitent as Amends for his 

former miſcarriages. 


L J 11 There are other fins, which are of 
my .a-more Pablick and Peſtilentjal na- 
ture: Sins, that beſides the _ 
bf f: ü Gui 
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whathath been done already; were 


it only Private, ſingle guilt, the Con- 
ſcience might be diſcharged of it by 
thoſe wr mentioned juft now; 
hut conſidering, that it is complicated 


| and” aggravated by the Additional 
— of Hafaſlire and Stada much 
mare is required to wipe it off. All 
Pb means muſt be uſed to cure 


the miſchie vous ef*#s of ſuch crimi- 


tion of them; . becauſe without this 


the whole ſin cannot be undone, but 


is rather avowed and Continued in, 


and by conſtruction and in effect 
| Repeated every day; upon which 


+ account the wretch is.: ſo far from 
Redeeming his time, that he Trifles 


hour of his life is Loſt; his Prayers, 


all Loſt; his very Repentance,what-- | 


ever ĩt be, is loſt too, becauſe it is 


W ſhore and Imperfect; and ſhould 


ſuch . 


W nal ations; the Conſequence of them 
muſt de ſtopt, and Amends made 
tor the hurt done before the revoca - 
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' Reveeming of Time. * 8 
ſuci' a man live to a pite old 
age, he would be as far from Gods 
Pardon, as when the fin was firſt 
acted; and indeed much farther, hy 
reaſon of the Long, Repeated aggra- 
vation of his Guilt, by Perlifting 
ſtill in the wickedneſs, and by per- 
mitting the malignity ofit to run on. 
For the Illuſtration of this matter it 
is neceſſary to put ſome particular 
cafes ; and they ſhall be theſe Four. 
Firſt, if a man once corrupteth his 
neigbours wife, or virgin, or what- 
ever the condition of the fooliſh 
creature be, with whom the villany 
is actect; it is not enough to act it no 
more; there is an Injury done, and 
that which may be Irreparable and 
eternal; whether it will not prove ſo, 
is more than the Adulterer knows: 
he has done his part to damn her Re- 
putation and her Soul too; and there- 
fore it is not ſufficient to forbear for 
the future, no more than it is for a 


Murtherer to proceed no: further, ., 


when 11 


when he has already er. 
tal ſtabb; ks caſe all poſſible ens 
deavours ſhould be uſed for the Sa. 

| wrz ol life; as in the other, all poſſi- 
| 5 muſt be applyed for the 
ſavi 


in whoſe hand it is: But whatever 
the ſuccels may be, all ways of Re- 


in, till the Adulterers own: Soul be 
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precious ointment, faith Solomon, Eccl. 
| 7+-1.- And tf. an enemy take it away by 
 Libelsor 1 yes, na, though it be un- 
charitable Tyuths, the nrong is mani. 
feſt ;- nor. will it ſuffice (though 


4 
L 


Poiſon of an 4%: the Viper has al- 


| ready; done his. venemous work, 


of a Soul. Whether it ſhall 
periſh or no, it is at Gods pleaſure, 


paration muſt be Try d; otherwiſe 
the Sin is ſtill abetted and Perſiſted 
paſt; Redemption, as well as his 


aner et 
Again; 4 Good Name is better than 


chat be more than ſome will do) to 
bear at length to thiow abaut the 
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; Kezeeming of Time:- | 
and whether the Defamation, doth. 
ſtick long or no, the Guilt of it 
ſticks, upon he” ſlanderers Conſci- 
ence ; there it reſteth till Sa/i5/atZi. 
on be made for the calumny, and an. 
effeckual 0. Nia be taken, to ſet the 

ood mans Name r (SUE agar again, and, 
to Reſtore 1 it toits Savour ; * 
- for as long as the ſtench continues, 
ſe the Sin operates; the wretch hath 
4d ſtill the Guilt, though he thinks it + 
e to be the H om of the Serpent: 
nor is it poſſible for him to Wipę it 
of but by his Recovering that- 
which he cauſed to be Loſt; by ap- 
plying ſome. ſuch Antidote to expel 
the poiſen, as Naturaliſts ſay the 
"= worſt of Serpents yield. Till 

ecantation gives a check” the. | 
Calumny 5 on, and conſequeat- 
ly. his Guilt; and inſtead of Redee- 
ming his time, he loſeth more. Third. 
y; in the caſe of Theft, or oppreſſi 
on) which is defrauding and Fhees, 
ng by dint of Poxer I there is to 


8 


Orr 


be 


* 


* ' | 9 * N 2 — 93 N ' 8 
l : . f P 
, * * * *% 5 * pe - 
*% * 8 2 ” bs 4 2 _— 4 | A. \ "4 
* a ws A 


ck the Act, the Injury that attends 
it. Now tho it be very Right, what 
the Apoſtle ſays, Epheſ. 4. 28. Let him 
| that ffole, ſteal no more; yet this is 
no Redeeming of time without ſome 
Compenſation: becauſe the man is 
| wròngfulPoſſeſſor of anothersPro- 
Fate! nor can Poſſeſſion ever give 
him a Title to that, which isnot foun- 
| ded upon Juſtice. There muſt be 
therefore Reſtitution according to 
| ones Power ; Reſtitution in kind, or 
| Equivalence; "otherwiſe, the fin 
RNemaines, though committed but 
once, becauſe the Injury continues; 
and fo; both the fin and Injury 


will continue on, till both be expia- 


ted and aboliſh'd by ſatisfaction. 4. 
| Taftly; if by evil Infrations, or 
85 example one man leads ano- 
ther into Error, or Impiety, the true 
way for him to Redeem his time af- 
ter all is, to Cure the miſchief hy an 
| hearty retrafion, Errors many tunes, 


ſpread 


# 


be donſider d, befides the finfulneſs 
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penſation he can, and by expreſſing 


himſelf went upon, when he La- 


13 + Gangrene, inſenſiblj, 
peeckly, and mortally: and {ith s 
have been 1 of caſting” the ve-- 
nome, mutt not (thought they Re. 
pent) think their Conſciences ſuffi- 
diently diſcharged by forbearing for 
the future: here Double diligence 
muſt be uſed ; firſt to ſtop, then to 
cure the malady, by Reclaiming 
thoſe they have miſ- guided; and. 
being now converted themſelves, to 
convert others alſo from the error of 
their way, Jam. 5. 20. Briefly, where 
any hurt hath been done to the Re- 
putation, Fortunes, or Souls of men, 
the only way one hath t6 Redeem: 
his time is, as far as tis poſſible, to 
redeem his Guilt, and to recover his 
Innocence by making all the Com- 


his Zeal to Annihilate his actions, 
by making Amends for them. = 


This was the Ground St. Paul 


boured . 


86 3 Practical Diſtoutſe of 
Demet ſ@-Abypdancly after his Con 
A val was, to extirpate. the 
ll N. rinciples he ind 5 Opagated 
Armas oe to ſatisſie the Church for 
che wrong he had done it, and by 
| bis —— — zeal 1 10 50 

nity, to prepare - in 

all rs ofthe © poogle 


, rever he 
o. His great n Was 
. ol go. Ing he. del of the 
time he had Loſt, while he was ſo 
ſtrict a Phariſee, ... And the Jame 
thing was the reaſon of thoſe ſeveri- 
ties uſed inthe Primitiveages; when 
ne were wont to indict. on 
emſelves great Penances ; to mace- 
rate their bodies by hard diſcipline; ; 
| to give themſelves to auſtere. Fait- 
ings; to wallow on the ground; 
to cover themſelves with Sackcloth | 
and Aſhes ;to make publick acknow- 


ledgment of their offences; tothrow 


themſelves at their fellow Chriſtians 
Feet, and upon their knees to beg 
the e of Good people at the 

or Church 
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Redeeming of Time. 85 
Church doors ; as Tertullian tells us 
in his book of Repegt ance. Thoſe 
acts of morti fication proceeded from 
a principle of Humility, and a deep 
ſenſe of {in and of time mil-ſpent ; | 
till ſuperſtition crept into theCh arch |} 
and turned them into meer Pagean- 
try: 
we can gather from them is this; 
that to Redeem ones time to good 
purpoſe, one right Chriſtian way is 
to make all po 
bog wi for © evil actions, as carry a- 

ng with them Injury, and Scandal 

beſides the Guilt, Thich the Conſci- 

ence contracted from the Sinfulneſs 
os their 10 


— 


3 
wo? 


or the moſt uſeful inſtructions *: 


ible amends and Re- 


* | 9p Dunne 


HA vn. 
L 4 1 Third way is, to do all the 
3 ja ane can. 


$ h, Nother way ol Reder 
We ming ones time 15, 10 
| do all the good one can. 


Todo Good, is to be truely Uſe- 
ful to others in his generation accor- 
ding to the Abilities God hath given 
him, and in that calling and Sion 
wherein the Providence of God hath 
diſpoſed of him. Ws all came into 
the World to ſerve God, and to 
help one another; nor have we any 
| Other buſineſs here. The Saviour of 
the World, that loſt not an hour of 
thiglite; Se»: about doing good, Act. 
10. 18, And thereby ſhewed, how un- 
| Pparaonable their negligence is, who tri. 
| fle away their time, when they have 


fo 


Wedeenung of Ce 5 _ 
5 many objetts of Charity befort them, 
r 


Before I proceed upon this ſub- 
ject, we muſt obſerve, that a mans 
own neceſſities are to he regarded 
firſt, For Love to ones ſelf being 
the Rule and Standard of that Chart- 
ty ye owe our Neighbours, it ought 
o have the Precedency, and to chall- 
enge the Principal ſhare of our time 
and Pains. And here we ſhould 
conſider our own wants duly. I do 
not mean our neceſſities as to the 
a of the World; in which re. 
Pe 
ginary, as their appetites are Inſatia · 
ble: but I ſpeak of Real neceſſities; 
thoſe of the Soul, which require 
our Conſtant and more Particular 
care, becauſe they are'of the great- 
eſt Concernment, and the hardeſt 


thy 


. 1 2617 241 
We tabſt begin with / the Dad 
ſtanding 3. 


mens wants are often as Ima< . 


== w — of 
225 ; for the Notions which 
odge there arethe ſpring of action 

and according as they ate ſound and 
Rotten, ſo are our lives good or bad, 
and ſo is our time well or il] imploy: 
ed. Great care therefore muſt be 
taken to have af right Judgement 
in all points (the ici. thing which 
the ſoul ſtands in ſuch need. al.) 
And to do it ſubſtantial good 1 in this 
relpect, men ſhould ſc ulouſly 'be- 


ftow what fair cle iche f 
have wag Contemplatign,. Read- 
ing, and Profitable For 
the ſoul N 5 0 5 hu 
vine; nor Philoſo du- 
ed with 1 or the 

No bleſt ſpeculai t muſt be 

under Pedago y, ee nor 
ann the Ripeſt yeins Manumit it from 
a ſtate of Fi ade. Knowledge doth 
Rill increaſt by the good Improve- 
ments we make of our hours; and 


this is the ſad reaſon of ſome mens 


$ ene, n as to matters 
? N IL | | they 


ee. Oos Ceres 
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they ſhould know molt of) becauſe = 


the time they ſhould beſtow upoa 
good books, they Dream away in 
ſloth, or S away in vice, or Fool 
away in ſports, and many childiſh 
Vanities, which they abuſively call, 
Diverſion ; a word, which importeth 
Baſineſs, When indeed they will 
have none to be diverted fam. 


But a weak mind is not ſo bad as 


a wicked Temper. There are many 


Corruptions in the Lower faculties 
of the Soul, Which greatly need an 
helping hand to cure; depravations 
of nature, Whieh are much the worſe, 
becauſe they make men like unto 
the very Beaſts, that periſh for want 
of morality as well as of underſtand- * 
ing. Here the way to do ones ſoul 
good indeed is, to cleanſe it from 
its vices; to govern its Paſſions; to. 
mortiſy its Laſts; to rectify its 41 

tites ; to wean it from Senſual Plea- 
fares, and to deſtroy that Malice, 


ene — 
Envy, Pride, Reueggefulneſs, and 
Impleeability of Alſpoſit ion, which 
malea man Reſemble, not ſo much 
2 Brute, as the very Devil. 


I Theſevices N are proper and 
neceſſary things to imploy ones time 
upon; becauſe they are the things, 
which bring the wrath of God upon 
the children of diſobedience; the 
things which Pallute the Conſcience, 
and coſt the Soul its peace in this life, 
and its Felicmy in another; nay, the 
things, which are not only the wor 
| For tbeir effects, but the moſt Difi- 
cult alſo to be cured, : becauſe they 
are rooted in the Heart; they are « 
Part of us; and it requires no little 
Adiligente, Induſtry, and skill to be 
too Hard for Natare ; eſpecially when 
it comes to be ſtrengthened by Caſtome 
and when evil Inc/znations are im- 
proved into a pernicious Habit, 


would 
 Has- 


The truth is, if people 


Bedeeming of Time. 6 
Husbarid their time well, they might 
find a great deal of work for them- 
{elves at Home. Yet this muſt not 
ſaperſede the doing of good abroad too. 
There are Divers neceſſities, which 
God hath made us all Subject unto, 
that in ſome reſpect or other, each 
of us might be ſerviceable to his 
neighbours : and as, various as theſe 
Neceſlities are, ſo various are the 
opportunities, we have of diſpoſing 
our time to the beſt advantage, and 
after the moſt becoming manner. 
3 and Drinking, and other 
ſenſualities, are the life of Animals, 
whoſe end is deſtruction. The life 
of a man, (eſpecially of a Chriſtian) 
is to do good: this ſets him above 
all other Creatures here below, and 
makes him like unto the bleſſed 
God himfelf, whoſe neſs the 
whole earth is full-of, and whoſe 
compaſſions fail not. To negle& 
this, is to throw aſide our great bu- 

line(s for the ſake of mean imploy- 
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ments, 


* 2 Prattical Dileourte ok 
3 will turn to noaccount, 

hut to awaken our Conſciences here. 
bl after, and togrieve usfor our Folly, 
in fliogiog, away. that now, which 
our laſt Death-bed ſorrows will 
ſhew to have a of the Mack 
5 


I Know, nature muſt be provided 
for, and that there are mo Re. 
ereations, which are Innocent in 
\ themſelves, and in their kind, ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve us in health and 
vigour, that we may ſerve God, 
and ſpend our ſerious hours the more 
sf .acceptably.- But how many un- 
3 Þ aw ful delights are there, which 
{4 d have no part at all of our ti 


me allowed them? How many are 
there, which Border upon vice, { 
that little time cannot be afforde! 
them without danger? How many, 
that are the occaſions of fin, choug 
not vicious in their own Nature th 
and how many even of — 8 
arm} 
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Nedeeming of Time on 
n | harmleſs ones, which are ſo inor- 
e. dinately purſued, that inſtead of be- 
ly, ing a Relaxation, they become a _ 
ich J kind of Trade? ſhould an'appeal | 
vil be made to the conſciences ot Idle 
ell and vain perſons themſelves, they 
could not but confeſs, that muci: 
leifure might be well ſpared for Pi- 
ous, and charitable purpoſes, which 
chere is no ſort of neceſſity for them 
to waſt other ways, but to take off 
'| thattime 5 — 2 their 
lingers. And yet to Redeem time, 
the greateſt remainder of it ſhould 


A Tbers is one place of Script are, that di- 

nt ut, to break off our Sins by Right- 
Jane, and our Iniguities by ſhewing 
wergy to the poor, Dan. 4. 27, mean- 
ing, that men ſhould make repara- 
don for what is paff, by doing e- 
"| minent acts of Juſtice and (Hariiy for 
Iche time to come. There is ano- 
mer place that tells us, He whicy 
converteth a Sinner from the crrour of 
* E his © 


be beſtow d upon doing of Good. _ } 


| ( Gor — would be injurious tothe 


It 'A pustten Diſconele-6k | 


25 way, [ball ſuue 4. Soul from Death, 
and ſhall _ 4 multitude of fins, 
Jerem. 5. 20. And there is 4 third 
place, that hank of Chartty in general, 


that it ſhall 'oover A nultithdÞ of Sins, 


1 Pet. 4. 8. Now,” 
theſe Texts mean, that 1 
Good 92 s 4 man, or Neceſſitates 


his wat mg by any nataral Cauſalic) 
Efficiency, or virtue of ebe wont dun- 


I none of 


doctrine of Gods free grace, and to 
our Saviours Merits and ſatisfaction 
yet thus much they all imploy, that 
for Chriſt's ſake God is pleaſed of 
his own goodneſs, to impute to us 
. our good and charitable performan- 

ces, and to accept them as the con 

dition and means of that pardon, 
which he freely gives unto all, who 
bring ow fruits — nen 


Wen 


This ſhews, That to do al tte 
Good we "_ is the ready way tc 


re- 


doing of 


redeem our Time effectually. Which 
yet is to be underſtood of increaſiug 
our Diligence in doing what good 
s are able ſo as to delight in it, 
and to make it the conſtant and 


* 


our Life, which is left us. There is 
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urgent Buſineſs of that part of 


no recovering of our loſt Time, withj- 


out, doubling at leaſt our Labour 
and.. Induſtry, For Charity is a 
ſtanding Law of Chriſt; the great 
Rule we ſhould have all gone by, 


as ſoon as we were paſt the things of 


Children. At Twelve Years of Age 
the Lord Jeſus was found fittidg in 
the midſt of the Doctors, not fo 


n· I much to hear, as to inſtruct them. 


II was his Father's Buſineſs, the ne- 
celſary Work of doing Good he was 
then about. W hich noble Exam- 
Idle of Charity teacheth all Man- 


kind to begin berimes to do good - 


Offices; and it upbraids us all with 


our Neglects, in loſing fo many fair 


ö Opportunities we have had from 


2 <- 


oO 1 * is 


* roo A Pfattic 1 Dilcotrſe of 


our Youth. Therefore we ſhould 


remember our great Omiſſions, 
\ when we go about the Redeeming 
| of our Time, becauſe of thoſe we are 
to make compenſation" for: And 

conſidering this cannot be done by 
that ordinary zeal and induſtry, 

which muſt have been expreſs'd, had 


wee been uſeful in our Generation 
from the beginning, it myſt needs 


be incumbent upon us to labour the 
more abundantly, to make up thoſe 
Defects, for which in Conſcience 
we are anſwerable. For in this caſe 
we are to conſider, what is our 
ſtanding Duty ſtill, and what we 
are behind hand in: And to fil up 
the meaſure of our Good Works, 
we ſhould do as much in one Day, 
as might have taken up two, had 
we acted regularly all along. For 
unleſs our Diligence be doubled, 


however we may be ſuppoſed, after 
our Repentance, to ſpendour Time 
| well, we cannot be ſaid to Redeem it, 
; LY becanſe, 


»3B* 0 AmnlnbR NY oe. oo. a6 foes. 
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becauſe a great part of it is yet in 


Arrear. ä 


d 
5 3 | ; WES 
S ' Tobſerved before, that St. Pau! 
4 || compares our Chriſtian Progreſs to 
+ | a Race; and that ſingle Compari- 
J ſon will be enough to illuſtrate this 
7 matter, If the: Combatants do not 
| ſtart together; or, though they do, 
if all keep not on with equal Pace, 
Time and Ground will ſoon be loſt, 
tho” none of them come as yet to 
ſtretching and ſtraining for the Vi- 
Rory. The Sluggard, that loyters 
away his Mioutes ; the Triſler, that 
re | willing to be diverted by imper- 
tinent Excurſions; and the unwa- 
ry Wretch, that ſtumbles and falls 
v || Dy not looking to his Steps; Theſe 
4 ill Husbands of their Time, who 
might have finiſhed their Courſe 
d. Jaudably, by conſtant, treatable. 
and moderate. ſtriving, having fallen 
much ſhort of the. reſt by their own 
Tardineſs, are now under a great 
| | | Ne- 


* 


202 A practical Diſcourſe ot 
| Neceſſity of exerting their utmoſt 
Strength and Vigour to recover their 
Minutes what they can; nor have 
they any other way left them, but 
to /ienalize themſelves by extraor- 
dinaryPreflings on, and by trying all 
their Abilities and Breath to the laſt: 
Why, thus it is in our Chriſtian 
Courſe, in the Race, that leadeth to 
Eternal Life, or Death. Some from 
the beginning run the way of God's | 8 
Commandements with Patience, and & 
Alacrity, and a conftant zeal: And 
happy are they, who remember 
their Creator from the days of their 
Youth ; but theſe comparatively are 
but few. Others neglect the buſineſs 
of their Salvation, minding and lov- 
ing the World only, as if they were 
to ſtay in it for ever. Others fly out 
into Extra vagancies and Vanities, 
as the Devil or the Fleſh tempts 
them out of their way. Others fall 
into Apoſtacy from Truth and Re- 
ligion; and of all theſe there is 
TOTO none 


DSS. 


* 
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nonè that: doth ſhlid Good, nor is 
likely: to.comezoitood,. mlb either 
the Senfe of Ged's' Goodneſs leads 
them, or the fear of his wrath and 
jnſtice drives them to Repentance. 
Cantidering therefore what Time 
theyhave ſoſt, and how nearly it con- 
ctrfis them to Redeem it, their only 
Courſe is, to gird up their Loins with 
Refglution ; to ſet about it with Vi- 
gour; to uſe their utmoſt Dili- 
gence ; to labour the more Induſtri- 
olli; to abound in all manner af 
Good Works; and being converted 
themſelves, to apply all poſſible 
means to ſtrengthen their Brethren; 
as our Saviour told Peter in reſerence 
40:the;future Recovering himſelf 
from his Apoſtacy, Late. 22, 32. 


s, And here People ſhould conſider 
well, what ſorts there are of Good 
Works, that they may be the bet- 
ter able to Redeem their Time, by 
is doing Good indeed. As, to Inform 
az E 4 and 


104 * N 1 
and the Ignorant, an 
mem m often —— 
Duty in all things; to admoniſh 
ſuch as do amiſs; to be great Exam- 

ples of Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs, 
and Sobriety; and by all Chriſtian 
Arts to promote the True Power 
and the univerſal Practice of Reli- 


chat was unjuſtly taken awayz to 
make ample Reparation for all Vi- 
olence and Fraud; and to do this 
readily and heartily, with the ex- 
emplary zeal of Zzcheas, reſtoring 
Fourfold even for Falſe Accuſations. 
To rid ones Hands of Mammon got- 
ten by Unrighteouſneſs, and to make 
Satisfaction for Wrongs and Inju- 
| Fries; to forgive an Enemy; to vin- 
dicate the Iunocent; to relieve the 
Oppreſſed; to help thoſe, who arc 
indtreights and Neceſſity;to comfort 
the Afflicted; to vifit the Fatherleſ(s 


| and Widow in their Diſtreſs; to 


be Eyes to the Blind, and Feet - 
1 the 


* 


gion; to reſtore the Good Name, 


r 2 res garn, 


Fr 
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g we che Redecming of Due 


the Lame; to Feed the Hungry, 
and Cloath the Naked, and Affi 
the Sick; to | 


for all; and to 
reach out a kind Hand to all; accor- 
ding as their wants, and according 
as our Abilities and Opportunities 
are. This is to Do Good, 


well, it is neceſſary for thoſe, who 
have been ſlack, or forgetful of theſe 


main Offices, to heighten their zeal 


in the Performance of them, to diſ- 


patch them with a very quick Hand, 
and with a twofold Expence of In- 
duſtry and Labour; becauſe other- 
wiſe they cannot make up that 
Time which hath been loſt, nor 
compenſate for what they have been 
wanting in. For theſe things they 

ought to have done —_ they 1 
would have been neceſſary Works, 
had they been very frugal of their 


Hours; becauſe to do Good is a 


Law of Religion and Nature too, 
E 5 Which 


— 


1 R | 
res A ical Diſcourſe of 
which bindeth ly. Now, 
as the Payment of a New Debt is 
no Diſcharge of an Old Arrear, fo 
+ neither is doing of Good Offices at 
| preſent a Defeiſance of former Ob. 
ligations. The anſwering one's 
| Duty at one time, is no Requital 
ſor Omiſſions at another, unleſs 
there be a large Supplement ofRigh- 
teouſneſs and Charity. To uſe 
| our on i ny + _ 
Matth. 23. 23. +heſe things 
Fe to have e and — - 
| other undone. Tis this Addition of 
Induſtry and zeal, which makes a 


- obſerved before from that Rule, 
that is to be in the Day of Retribu- 
tion; the Laſt ſhall be as the Fuſt, 
and the Firſt as the Laſt; that is, 
Every Man ſhall receive according 


to his Works: And that Peoples 
Acquiſitions may be the ſame Pro- 
portion of Good Works, either as 
to length of Time, or n 
3 


Man acceptable with God; as Was 


r Tong co > Kg: 


* 


_ 'Redeeming at Time- 10 
Induſtry: Labours in the Vineyard, 
if they be late, are to be doable, to 
entitle the Workmen to an Equality - | 
of Reward; as was ſhewed parti- 
cularly from the Inſtance of St. Paul, 
who! laboured more abundantly 
than the reſt, 5 himſelf 
obliged to do ſo, becauſe he had not 
been ſo early a Convert as others. 


When therefore you ſet your ſelf 


Redveming your Time, reflect * 
on your Lite paſt, and conſider ſe- 
riouſly, what Sing you have been 
| guilty of; what forts of Righteouſ- 
nels, you ha ve been moſt averſe to; 
what Duties you have been defect- 
iye in, What fair Opportunities of do- 
ing Good you have wilfully omit- 
ted 0 and, accordingly. apply your 
whole Mind, Strength and Soul to the 
Exerciſe of all thoſe. Vertues, the 
s Practice whereof you have hitherto 
deglected; and purſue this Cue 


about this moſt neceſſary Work gf 


_ . a 
* — N ; 
_ 3 * 


Samen ene Cont and 


Vigour, as if youwere- now to re- 
F ttieve your Original Innocence; and 


for the future; bur to do all 
manner of Good to the utmoſt: of 
your Power. Ler him "that fol, 
ffeal no more, ſaith St. Paul, Epbeſ. 
4 28. But that is not all: It fol- 
. lows, Rather let him labour, workin 
with his bands the things that 15. Wa; 
' that he may bie to give to him that 
 needeth: You ſee; where Injuſtice 
- hathabounded,' there Induſtry and 
Charity muſt abound, and that 
much more; and ſo in all other Ca- 
ts; wherein a Man hath been either 
wanting; orexcelirve, he muſt at- 
tone for it by a moſt lively, — 
tive, and earneſt zeal to 90 a 

- Gocd he can, that he may be full 
of Good Works, though the Re: 
mainder of ED Thott.” 
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as if you had no other Buſineſs in the 


* 
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ing your Time, is Not. | 
Re 


amor. 

— 2 — The 
wiſer and ſtricter ſort of Moraliſts 
among the Old Heathens adviſed 

People to make choice: of a Scheme 
of Vertue for the Rule of their Lives: 
— all their Actions aceor- 
ir Day Day. As chus; 
n their Works with earneſt, | 
Frayeraro God; to honour God be- 
foreall-things ; to have a religious 
Regard for Oaths; to reverence 
their Parents; to love their Friends; 


to delight in Men; to keep 
the Body with all its Faculties and 
ee ſubjection; for very Shame 


to 


CY 


the Nature and Conſe 


x 11 A Naclical Difcourſe of 
to abſtain from every thing that is E. 


| | vil. both abroad and in-private; to 
* Vertue with Sincerity of 


that periſheth, and as ſuch to ſlight 
them; to ſtudy how to reſemble 
l Hoch in the 3 of the mind, 
and to make that ones Aim and Plea- 

ſure; to be contented with ones 
3 Condition; and at all times to ſub- 
mit to Gods Novidence, who of- 
ten gives good Mem ſtheſe out ward 
Matters witli a fparing Hand; to 


i" beinflexible-and- conſtant in a ver- 
tous Courſe; to weigh ones Actions 


well beforehand, and to conſider 


ol 
them; 3 epoyats 
Moderation; to he meek, and pa- 
tient, and iuft, and cautious in all 
| caſes.” Such Rules as theſe; ſame 
Cn Ind than wel | Nih 
bydaily. A _ , hey dh t 
before they went to 
| reed them to examine t 


* Anas 
ſtrict- 


Heartz to look upon Riches as a thing 
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| evening of Time; 
Iſtrictly, how-t 
Dey ; that, if head 


108-7265 have or 8 


4 
ſpent the 
lived accor- 
— Rule, hw mi ve for 
their preſent Rewa rd 15 e 5 ſures 


and Joys of a Good Conſcience; but, 
if — had tranſgreſs d, that. they 


wight repent, and thereby. learn 


the better how to amend their Li- 
ves the Day following. To this 


end, before you take yours — oo 
fay they „ask your Fs ein | 
KS hat — 4 

ve done? ſo, look aver all 


your Actions = Day paſt to or 
. — that 8 thing may 
eſcape Scrutiny and Examingtion. 
This was à great Advice, ef} 1 
for — . — to give: Andi ih brings 
to my remembrance, what Suetoni- 
as relates 1 one ic the 7 12 Em- 
perours, that natur d Prince, 
Titus, Who or the Sweetneſs of his 
Temper was calbd, The Love and 
Delight of Mankind: Conſidering 


as he was at Supper, that he 
i kg Pper, had 


1 


tak 


2 _— 
We, 
* 
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had not dog that Day ſuch Acts of 
Kindneſs and Bounty as he was 


wont to do,faid, Diews perdidi, I hav: 
{1 wite oft thi Day. Some Greeks that 
13 dealt of this Story, render his 7 

_ © ing thus, Zipiger i iÞroiacure ; Of, 1 bj; 


1 Dey I bee not reigned; I have not 
been a Prince: As if all his Great. 


neſs conſiſted in doing Good daily, 
And as if he had thrown away his 


| 7 Authority and Power, in ſufterins 
a Day to paſs without ſome conl!- 
F derablke Teſtimonies and Marks of 


his Goodneſs. He remembreg P;- 
thagoras his Rule of Self- examination 


at Night, and of Repenting for 
Faili 5 And however the Story 
be told, it comes all to one in effect: 


And no leſs a Man than St. Jerome 
rticular Notice of it, in his 
Comments on the. Sixth Chapter of 
the Epiſtle to the Galatians, and 


makes uſe of it to the Reproof and 
Shame of negligent Chriſtians, 1/ 


8 (4 
Man 


(faith he) 1% Emperour Titu 


gs as TEAS Se w 


74 of fa many Days and Years las? And 


the greateſt Condemnationg if at f 
| eouſacſs ofPhiloſo 


| 4 00 than a Pythegor as, or than 


BVBedeeming of Time. rr3 * 
Man, that was 4 Str ro the Lind 1 
in the Goſpel, to tbe: Hullrine of ow - | 
Sevrout and the Apoſtles, if he) wes 
ſo concerned for the loſs of ane Day bom 
Ponal not we be concern d for the loſs 


the Truth is, ſince ſeſus Chriſt doth 
expect, that our Righteouſneſs 


1, | thould exceed the Righteouſneſs e- 
ven of the ſtricteſt Proſeſſors among 


the Jews, ( the Scribes and Phar- 
ſees ) we cannot expect leſs than 


laſt it cometli ſhort of the Right» 
andHeathens. 
we are under the Laws and Di- 
ſcipline of a Maſter, who isinfinite= Þ 


es himſelf; ſo is our Vigilance 
Diligence to be much greater 
than their Scholars was. Co- 
venant given us carries with it a 
Proſpect of far better things, than 


were manifeſtly and euplicltiy pro- 
miſed of old to the den heme: il 
2 An | 

l 


fil 
| 
4 : 1 
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| 7 . (= Dum ut 
And upon: hat account there i is 
bands of war Time, kb." we muy 
1 obzzinchem. ; 

” "a - The Giee Promiſe God rey 1 | 
ven us, is, of Eternal Happineß 
with himſelf; and to quicken our 
 Endegyoursafter it, tleſe two things 
require our ſerious and diy Conſi- 
Qeration,. .. 201205 2:4 £43- 2 Wy 


»> 1. Fir. bat. - 113 neceſſary-on 
Hur part in Order to Btecwabiis Pp1- 
neſs. M8229! Kin 91: 


oC] fans 2 7% i 5 | 1 


e, Secondiy, How on 88 and 
- ConftantourCare had heed be, to 
85 that daily which. is indiſpenſa- 


bly 8 l * 
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kiben, dhe thigg vecolſary 

1 Eternal Hap- 

e + aGod-like Temper, and 
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s k [Diſpoſition of Mind. Though qur 


Ius. [Saviour hath purchaſed for us a L 
nay ty to enter into that Holy and 
IBliſsful place above; yet to t- 
Ive us ſor it, ſuch a frame of 
Heart is requiſite, as will make itte 
us-a place of [Happineſs indted. 
Now that muſt needs be a Divine 
Frame; or a Temper ſuitable to 
the Nature of God. For we muſt 
not think that the meer Poſſeſſion 
fof Heaven makes 2 op 
on Happy; nor that a. quiet Grief· leſs 
di Condition is that wherein all Feli . 
city doth conſiſt. Happiness, that 
Iscompleat and perfect, muſt an- 
ſwer all the Faculties of the Soul; 
eſpecially its Affections; and God 
muſt be the Glorius Object for us 
Love, and delight in, to all Eter- 
. There muſt be therefore an 
Aſſimilation of Temper, and a like- 
neſs of Mind; becauſe Diſſimili 
tude naturally carries with it Diſ- 
de !- plwK⸗acency 


y 
* 
d 
8 


\ 


4 


3 — uncontroleahlePleaſure, 


un 1 — 
placency, and Averſeneſs, which 
1s no more recancilabie with Happ. 
neſs, than Love is with Hatred. 
To live happily with God and 
Chriſt, we muſt be of the ſame Diſ 
potions And it was for this great 


ſon, that when Chriſt hved 
with us upon Earth, he gave us ſo 
many Spiritual and Divine Laws, 
They were not purely. Arbitrary 
Commands, ing from God's 


moerly to try und exerciſe our Obe- 
dience; hut they were intended as 
Wiſe and Gracious Methods, to 
Toliſh our. Minds, to Perfect — 
Nature, : and to raiſe it b 
to ſuch an high and N le Pitch 
that it might come near to the moſt 
Perfect and Bleſſed Nature of his 
Father, for the pere whom 
he came to cus. | 


» 0 de ** lis great 
Ends, tis us to form 
in 
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in our Hearts a Divine Goodneſs of 
Temper, by the help of thoſe Pre- 
cepts, which he hath laid before us, 
witha deſign ſomewhat like te J. 
ffs, Gen. 30. when he laid before. 
the Cattel pilled Rods, to make 
them conceive Lambs of a ſuitable 
N Colour. Thoſe Divine — 
5. Ire propoſed to us to obſerve, are 
to Aron us Partakers of the Divine 
Nature; to renew in us IE 
Image; to ſhape in our Souls a Re- 
be f sef God, and all this, that 
as ve may be meet for the Inheritance 
to ot the Saints inLight;becauſe with- 


ur out ſuch a Similitude it is impoſſi: 


*& ble for us, either to plea 
TY * be pleaſed with him. 


2. Theſe things being throughly 

confidered, it will manifeitly. appear 
in the ſecond place, that we are 
ſtrictly concern d to make diligent 
and daily uſe of our Time, to do 


at 
n I whar is neceſſary towards our ever- 
In 5 | laſting 
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118 A vaifcal Diſreurſe af 
of no ſudden diſpatch ;”+ but that 
can find in his Whole Life, to do it 


Ille unto God, are not poured out 


fi them; and this requ 


ſomè part or other of this neceſſary 
Work muſt be diſpatch'd : Other 


creaſe ; in This'reſpett: like fecujar 


let us confider,what labour the ve- 


* 


laſting Happineſs. Norit is a ching 


which vequires all the time, 2 Man 


wel. ThoſeMorat Vertues, which 
ſorve to perfect us, and to make us 


al in an inftant, as thoſe miracu- 
lous Gifts were of Old; much leſs 
can they become preſently: habitual, 
Fhere is required a conſtant Courſe 
of repeated” Actions to acquire and 
ires Aſſt. 
duity of Practice: Day by Day 


wiſe the Diſſiculties of it will in. 


buſineſs, which when it comes in 


upon us in abundance, grows under 
our hands by being neglected, tho 


but for a Day. © 
4 '4 I. 14 
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In the proſecution of this Matter, 
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Beginning call for. The firſt 
ask we are about is, to rectiſie 
lan | our Corrupt Nature; Which is a 
it thing that obligeth us to continual 
ich I] attendance and care over it, becauſe 
it is He a ſort of Soyl, which is 
out I fill apt of it ſelf to run to Weeds, 
cu- | even without our watering. We 
brought with us from the Womb 
| n — c 
Wet ‚ appear mes, O the 
tie quickly to a great head; wel 
heigth, like Nettles and ſuch other 
ay | Traſh,' which taint the Ground till 
ary the more, by caſting ne w Seeds 


er, for their Propagation. Here then 


the Work ſhould be early, for the 
ſaving of Time; to cultivate our 
Nature from our Youth, with a 
quick hand to check thoſe Vices, 
which are like Poyſonous Weeds in 
us; and to make all Trumpery to 
Dye daily, as the Man grows.Pride, 
Anger, Spighttulneſs, Envy, Luſt, 
denſuality, Inordinate Sel 


Rough · 


Love, 


mn A Practical Dilcourſe ok 
5 888 and Intractability of 
Spirit, and whatever comes under 
the notion of Nature; theſe are 
very Noxious thi that ſpring 
dut of us, and that ſtain and vitiate 
the whole Man more and more dai. 
ly; and therefore require conſtant 
Diligence to ex tirpate them what 
we can, while the — et ſofr, 
tender and pliant: Becauſe when 
once the Devil irrigates, and cuſt- 
om conſirms them, they will be the 
harder and harder to be Eradicated. 
Many a Soul is ſpoiPd and ruin'd for 
want of good Education in time. 
The Practiſe of Sin brings Delight 
With it; Pleaſure makes it Cuſtom- 
ary ; Cuſtom renders it habitual; 
and when that, which was a Fault, 
comes to be Wickedneſs; ( ſtudied, 
acted, repeated Vice, and deeply 
Rooted; ) the Labour in clearing be 
the Soul of it, will be as different tf 
in proportion, as it is between 
drawing a little Shrub, and grub- 
bing up a ſturdy Tree. The 
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This confirms the Matter we 
are now upon, vir. that in ne 
moulding our Hearts to fit our fel- 
ves for Eternal Felicity, we ſhould 

Redeem our Time by doing ſome- 
ung every day that is conſiderable. 
For the Time we Loſe, or Neglect, 
Vice Gaius; and thereby becomes 
the more difficult to be ſubdued and 
mortified. Cax the Etmopianchnnge 
bis Skin, or the Leopard his Spots? 
Then may ye alſo do good, thut are ac- 


atomed to do Evil, Jer. 13. 23. 


To break an Habit, eſpecially on a 
ſudden, is like the evading and for- 
cing of Nature, which is not te be 


Jene without a Liolent hand. Whe- 
ther it be in a Good or in an evil 


Courſe of Life, che Powers of the Sou 
Scher ſtrength by exerciſe and uſe; 
dur much more in an evil Courſe; 
xcauſe our outward Senſes wy 


thereby wont to be gratified, fa 


into a Confedetacy with our out- 
ward Propenſions; and between 
BY | F both, 
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worketh in a moral 1 by. wa 


. ting, - movin per Wag ing, 
bur not e the Saal 
cannot bepreſent andinftancan EQUs. 
For as long as Nature js at the bol. 
tom, it will appear, and that” with 
| * our, When it hath the aid and 
of. Sul; and when cuſtom 
had given. cc of Title to the 
Maſtery. WS What great 
Neceſſity Flee iS fora Man,” to Ga 

ſftow pains upon himſelf Dail ily; 

cauſe it is this which will give 115 
a Trad ViRtory ; Heis con rroab 

ly doing ſomething, Te oed 'it : 
Here he gancth, one Point and) da 
there another, and ſo in ande he N 
fads ; 
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finds certain CR kindly ſucceſs, "by 4 
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ature,” and bring- 
ductile ]wagageable Tf 


Rib | degrees. 2! 24:7 On 


9 il t vel elf ſop boſ TY not 4 
15 have arrived. ty 0 of an 


over⸗ grown Siber büt to be come 
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CN 4 a Age of. Manhooc 


2 thou gh they are 1 
rong ang. im eu Ng Vet are n 
e aki , aff Neha 
as crooked Old A 


ge is apt to make 
them. Such an Expericaced Wretch, 


who the Pleaſure, and perhaps the 
likewiſe of many, Years hath 
0 di in Wickedneßs, comes at 
aft to be ſo hagge, that all Rea: 
bangs ſ Adwonitions, Counſels, 
ayers are thrown away upon 
him, and make as little effectual 
impreſſion upon his perverſe Mind, 


thustarn 
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it | asthey would upon a Rock, or A- 


damant. The danger of coming | 


| 10 this ſad paſs, * ſtronger Argu- 


guck "BY | ment 
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ment ſtill of the Neceſſity there is 
to redeem ones time, by doing fome- 
thing Daih in order to Eternity; that 
is, to mortifie ſome Luſt or other 
every day, and every day to live 
more and more unto God. For 
when Luft hath conceived it bringeth 
_ _ Jam. X. 1 5: and Sin is 
? es, win 

and prthering rente . And 
by this means the Devil inſenſibly 
res a way to that ſad State, 
which Divines call Final Impenitence; 
meaning ſuch a Num Stupi- 
ag and Deadneſs of Heart, as 
doth ntterly indiſpoſe it for a true 
Godly Repentanee. Tis to be fear - 
ed, that Men often come to this 
wretched State by the juſt Judge- 
ment of God upon them; for thc ir 
irreligious lives, and for their ob- 
ſtinately putting off the Refo ma- 
tion of them from Day t Dq. 
The truth is, it naturally follow- 
eth ſuch a wicked Courſe; For 


Ve 
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Vſ and Cuſtom do naturally ſerve 
to harden the Heart, as was obſer-- 
ved before: So that when the Hoa- 
ry Head comes, it is as hard a mat- 
ter to renew that old wicked Mind 
in it, as it is to renew ones Age. 
3 of itſelf inclined to Evil; 
and whena long trade of Wicked- 
neſs hath brought the Mind to be 
in love with it, to be devoted to it, 
to be bent, ſet, and fixt upon it, it 
muſt needs be morally impoſſible to 
V up thofe Men's Habits quite 

y the Roots, which have been ſo 
many Years a contracting, and which 
have grown ſo ſtrong and deep in- 
to the very Heart. $0 that thou 
we ſhould ſuppoſe an old Villain” 
to have the ſame means and mea- 
ſures of Grace Which are afforded 
the Vain Youth, that perhaps is 
guilty of the ſame Sins too; yet the 
caſe of the former would be far 
more deſperate than the condition 
of the latter, were there ao 

Fy” 6. 


ras ae of 


elle to be confideFed” but this] be. 
codauſe the one hatk been much more 
} V fed wid Acciiffoned to Wickede 
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tion Grace as is ee and 
e yet they that tes 


0g, It Husb3 10 of rhe Talen 
impair! their Ste (ok Gail y43ByxE 
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Grace is abus'd 1 hted: there 
he 0 00 W it, ngennce for 

!falieſs2 0 eee 
1 edene: And then is God 
ſa: d, to give People upto'theirown | 
1 Arts Lufts; - to Ter them walk in 
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115 they be 18 A & 2 Thee. . 
11. to 1 955 File Aﬀeth- 


Ons, and to 15 Je e over to a re. 
robate Mind, Rom. 4. 26. 28. 

The Meanin 'of chele Expreſſtons 

11 

, That God doth  fornetimes take 


away frog Men the Crate they | 
had: 9975 he quite leaves them to 
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8 ſaddeſt 2 of ena 9 5 7 
by puniſhing them moſt juſtly for 
the long Incorrigibleneſs of their | 
Temper. ''By this means ris 
poſſible for them to play and fin 
away all the accepted Time betore 
they are aware, and to bring them. 
ſelves under an irreverſible Sentence 
of Damnation in thistheir Life- time. 
It is poſſible, I ſay; and tis to be 
fear d many actually do fo, by per- 
GRing and going on in a Trade of 
Wickedneſs from Year to Tear. 
I anſwer, tis a juſt Provocation for 
Cod to deal by them, as he did by 
Pl ob, whom he ge. utterly 
Over to an obdurate ſtate for his 
Stubborneſs and Obſtinacy, eſpeci- 
ally aſter the Sixth Plague. And 
though. he d.d not preſently cut 
him off, but ſuffer d him to live ſtill 
ſome time longer; yet this was 
not in expectation of Repentance 
from him, Fir now brought by 
bis own Wilfulneſs to a deſerted 
Con- 
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Condition; but it was to this end 
that he might be wade at Iſt a 
nal and aſtoniſhing Rxample of Di. 
ance. From which In- 
5 25 22 that a Man may 

away his Time, and the rags 
of God, till he comes to an 
1 . of repenting in good earneſt; 
” as ey: * before he 
IES- . TX 


And this is one | Reaſon, TEN the 
bel Divines are ſo ſevere againſt 
that which they call a Le R wt 
axce; meaning, Remorſe of 
ſcience, and Sorrow for Sin, which 
is not begun till old A ge, "a Sick- 
neſs comes, and the Terrors of 
Death with it. For though it be 
, that: God pardons every 
rue Penitent, whenever he turns 
10 God with all his Heart and. Soul: 
Let the great Queſtion is, Whether 
alate Repentance be True, Right, 
and - ſuch as the Goſpel requires? 
| E 5 that 
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This is Gir Hour che practice of 
many Ungodly and Unrighteous 
8 who in time of Judden 
and dariger® knefs fiphed and 
groan'd,” have been reſtleſs and in 
an Agony, ſent in all haſte for a 
Confelfor, calld for Prayers, and 
expreſs d "fuch Griefs, Vows,” Pro- 
miſes, Rag Reſohurion of aden 
ment, as i they were as t 
nitents, as Tie dying Tier Was 
upon his Croſs ; and yet upon the 
Recovery ' of their Health, have 
dropt the 7 of all theſe Saint: 

Ne Profeſſioſd, Teft all their Vows 
behind them 2 5 Chambers, ta- 
ken up again their formet Courſes, 


re- 


e Tue 
E eu in the Ko ol 
unrenounc, d, unmoleffe 0 
al the Bitterneſs of their 
from the Fear of Dee 
s | 7 Pafflon, "ſomewhat like that 15 
a || Eritmitials; when they 1 65 15 to 
d || be Hano'd, and yet, if-t 
n Liberty, would be as aiſhodel 48 
a || ever under the very Gibbet. oy 
d || for Wicked Men to be is a Frigh 
- N e e 5 

nder at all 4 Dy: 
N if Yea Conſciences be awake. And | 
if oat and 0 be a, 10 re 

as nothin tho it be hlear- 
* paſficufte 10 the Devil 
is a Devil ſtill, tho he believes and 
trembles; and perhaps t dſe Agi= + 
tations of Mind are no better than 
bis, whetewith Witked "Men = | 
oy r . 


be troubled : terrified and tormented, 
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Vices d eh off on a ſud- 
dien? That ſo many fixt Habits can 
8 He 0 eradicated 1 in the twinkling of an 
$ Or chat the whole Bent and 
r of the Heart can in a Mo- 

Temper changed fo, as to be Dia- 

| 5 oppoſite to what it was 
Juſt before the Phyſician was ſent 

for ? No; it is ſar more probable, that 
it Was not only the light of Hellthat 
ſcared the Wretcb, and threw him 
into-Pangs ; ; and ſoany Man may 


though God had forſaken him; be- 
cauſe Self-preſervation is an inſepa- 
9 Principle of Natare.. 


- The Reſult and Sum of this 
whole Argument is this; That to 


redeem. ones Time to very, good 
H Por- 
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e, it is an excellent way to 
euery Day in ſome reſpect and pro- 

r N For the Work , a, Man 
hath to do is great and difficult, and 
which requires every Day?s 
Care and Diligence of him; eſpe- 
cially if Evil Cuſtoms have got the 
Start,and are beſore- hand with him. 
Nature alone is hard to be rectiſied; 
and a conſtant Tenor of Diligence 
is neceſſary to transform it ſo, as to 
nt make it repreſent the Divine Na- 
at] ture. But when Evil Habits are to 
at | be contended and grapled with too, 
im every Day's Reſolution and Activi- 
a) ty is little enough to conquer them 
d, as they ſhould be conquer'd, that 
e- Faith and Vertue may carry the day, 
a- | and triumph over them. Either 
they muſt. be daily reſiſted, or moſt 
certainly. they will get Ground of 
us daily: And what Peoples. Negli- 
gence will turn to at laſt, in. Old 
Age, or upon a Death-Bed, Son as 
„ ne 
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called a 6% 59. 7 2 
Weder ee e Advice 
even of thoſe old FPhiloſophers I 
ſpake of, F es « ge Kale of re- 
ſolve and fix le o 

Vertue, ( wy or none can een 05 
be ſo good, as what Jefus Chriſt 
hath Ness us all) and every Day 
examine your Conſciences, what 
10 have omitted, and what you 
ave done; what Prayers you have 
offer d upunorhe Father of Hg: 
what 


Lee 
ot 3 
de. cand. perform 
in ed to Men; what G you have 
kf line te you ownSouls:rwhat in- 

—— — 
ons you have enen fb 
dued ; how-lowyou | 


05 
ci- every loſty / 


de, jd once Li 
ile and A 
Imour, and Sd Bade 
Malice; wherein ye have imitated 
the Life of our Lord Jeſus, ho 
ſacrifieed His for you; and ta whit 
D you have ꝓerſteted your 
Nature unto & Aim daude of the a- 
dorable-PerfeRtions ofthe evcrblef- 
ſed God, whoſe great and tender 
Mertirs ate over all his Works. ds 
- Honour doth conſiſt, notiin an 
Ticle, but iii Generoſity and 
e Neb eneſs of Mind; ſo doth true 
Þ ade not in i formal 
at Shows 


rare all 
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Shows and Profeſſions, butt in tho. ;; 
Divine Endowmentsof Soul, which 


make us ; near to the Glo. 
ries of our And by tak 
— — opus eve: 
cern What jou ire to implore God , 
Pardon and Aſſiſtance for again} 
the Day following; whereia you 
have been wanting'; what 
be theprincipal Bu the next 
Day; what Graces you are to im. 
prove; what you are to practiſe, 
and what you are to avoid. Ia 
ſhort; you will eaſily know how, 
and be eaſily able in deed ta redeem 
your loſt Time; becauſe it will be 
little, if due Care. and Diligence be 
uſed every Day. By this Method 
vou may ſoon take an honeſt Ac- 
count of your Actions; your Re- 
pentance wilh be renewed uy 
day, the Care you ought to have] g 
of eee 
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ally abide with you, and reſt upon 
your Mind; your Heart and Ways 
will be always under your ow 
'j watchful Eye as well as God's; the 
1-- | »fſtancesand comforts of Gods Spi- 
Int you will never be without; there 
will be no room for thoſe vicious 
Habits, which bring others at laſt 
to a moral Impoſhbility of Repent- 
ing; 'twill be impoſſible for them 
ever to be fixt, or to take Root; 
hardly will an hour in any one Day 
be quite loſt; I am ſure, a long 
Tract of Time wot —ů— 
is utterly dropt and forgotte 
thoſe, who leave all to the fad Al. 
ter · reckonings of a Death- be 1. The 
great Miſchief then is, that tis out 
of their Power to recover tueir Loſ- 
ſes, though their Hearts ſhould ear- 
Iveſtly deſire it; ſo nany Months 
ind Vears are im poſſible to be re- 
TY ated; and all this Calamity comes 
| from the want of ſome Diligence 
every Day; *tis Men's great Neg! 4 
6 [7 poſt- 


138 A attieal Dilgoupſe of 
fas: to this Particular, that 1 
rv nes the Whole Bulineſs of i 
their Salvation, and hinders that By 
aſſiduous Progreſs and Proficieacy, T 
. wherebyotherwiſetbey might have It. 
grown in Crace unto a perfect Man, up 
unto the Meaſure of the Stature of Ian 
the Fulneſs of Chriſt. | 
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Publick Devotion in the Houle 9f God, Ro 
Da in thy Courts is better than « uth 
thouſand, ſaltli the devout Plalmilt, It 
Pſal. 84. 10. It, is better ſpent, and o 
Will turn to better Account, than lor 
all the Years that Vice and Yaoi ſig 
182 7 ties 
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ties conſume. To withdraw our 
ſelves from the World: to take a- 
way; as it Were by Reptifal, that 
Time which the World uſually 
ve ſteals from us; to Dedicate, Offer 
in, up Appropriate that Time to God 
of and to beſto w/ it upon God: This is 
ſuch a plain way to recover our 
oft Hours, as is obvious to all who 
have a true Senſe of Religion: But 
becauſe there are many Duties which 
we own in the Theory to be Good, 
id yet are wanting to in the Point 
of Practiſe, to encourage our En- 
deavours as to this Particular, TV 
things s require our ſerious 1 
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y upon! the Ordinances and alt. 
utions of our Religion, is an excel- 
era for us do the Ion 

Werke net the redeeming of 
Jae 099. > 29 is" pre feriÞd and 


$24 4 FS ern 9 F244 175 


u. Secondly, 


140 APÞaadical Diſcourſe of 


II Secondly, That it is a ready 
way to keep us from loſing out 


Ng 1. Firſt, to attend dil: ntly Upon 
the Ordinances and Inftitutions « 
our Religion, is an excellent way 
for u> to do that great Work, or 
Which the Redeeming-of our 1. 
time is preſcribed and In:endeg. 


By the Ordinances of our Religi 
on I mean, the Liſtuing to and Me 
ditating vpon the Word of God 
the uſe of the holy Sacrament ; and}. 
the lifting up of our Hearts in Pray 
ers and Thankſgivings, and th 
like. And by the great Work vg; 
are to do, I underftard, the prep: 
. .ring and fitting our Souls for a BleY- 
| 40 — Now for fn _ 

| thus Lr. vet h as 
—— . means, tha 
d.hgent attendance upon thoſe Re 
ligious Offices. Fo © 
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For it is by the conſtant uſe of 
thefe Ordinances, that the Spirit of 
God is miniftred unto us, and work- 
eth in us, that our Luſts are gradu- 
ally mortified ; that our Hearts are 
transform'd and changed as God 
would have them; that the Virtues 
which are neceſſary to qualifie us 
for an heavenly State, are confirm'd 
and increaſed in us; and that we 

ow in Grace, and in the ſavin 
knowledge ol our Lord Jeſus Chritt. 
To illuſtrate this Matter particu- 
\_ 1 | larly. | 


Faith cometh 2 and hearing 
e word fd, Rom. 10. 17. Whe⸗- 
cher this Word bePreach'd or Read, 
Ins an inſtrument of Grace to all, 
A whoſeHeartsare open to receive and 
obey it. Therein the moſt precious 
Promiſes are exhibited, and the moſt 
terrible Tbreus denounced againſt all 
Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men ʒ eſpecially againſt ſuch * 
2 t 
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in ee 0 
e Dof#r iges are contained, 
e di unto neſs: 


er 18 declar 
srevealed, 
p 4255 ee 
may be ſh- 


rhroughly 
ed eil ed Works T are 
given thoſe divine Leni, which are 
apt to zenew/our Minds, and to 

dagen us from all füchines of el 
nen e perfect Ho- 
ines in the fear of God: Therein 
alſo we ſee a great Cloud of Witne/- 
ſes, who by their Exemp! ry. Lives 
have taught us to lay every 
weight, and the Sin. that doth ſo 
eaſily beſet us, and to run with pa 
tience the Race that is ſet before us 
Above all, therein we behold th: 

# nent 1 ant Jeſus, whose 
moſt " holy Lif & Was inte de f 8! 
Patterũ unto us, that we 150 
dow his ſteps; and whoſe ignomini- 54 


2 OI 


EN == = ——— 


* 


© 
( 
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re · ous and moſt painful Death was in- 
ed, rended: partly to Frighter us from 
s; Sin, that he might redeem us from 
lar: an iniquity, and purifie to himſelf a 
edi peculiar People, zealous of good 
ion] Works. All theſe things we find 
lan] the Scriptures; and by theſe 
h- means the Scriptures, 1 duly CO- 
areſ fidered and meditated upon, are of 
areſ vaſt uſe to us, and ſerve to produce 
to inus Faith, Hope, Charity, andall 
eſul anner of Righteouſnels and true 
Jo: Nolineſs. Upon which account it 
ein muſt needs be a very neceſſary and 
ve. profitable way of Redeeming our 
vez Time, to beſtow as much of it as 
ery we can upon Learning, Hearing, 
| {off Reading; and inwardly digeſting 
pa-. the good word of God, Which is 
us chus able in all re ſpects ro fave our 
the Souls. . 
ee 3 a ot 3 
rA In like manner, the frequent Par- 
fol. ¶ ritipetion of Chriſt's Body and Blood 
ini is a vaſt help towards thoſe Spiritual 
ow im- 
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improvements, which ſhould take 
up the greateſt part of our time. For 
as that heavenly Ordinance puts us 
in mind of God's Righteouſneſs and 
Mercy, which ſhined ſo bright in 
the complicated Myſtery of our Re- 
demption; ſo it ſerves to taiſe our 
Hearrs intothe higheſt Admirations 
of God; and ſtirrs us up to ſtand in 
awe of his Juſtice ; to rely upon his 
Compaſlions ; to expreſs all poſſible 
Gratitude for Mercies ſo undeſerved, 
' fo ſtupendious; to ſubmit with all 
Humility to his Commands and Pro- 
vidence; to ſhew the Senſe we have 


of his great Goodneſs by ſuitable re- 


turns of Affection; and to love one 


another, becauſe God hath fo Joved FJ! 
vs all. In ſhort, by preparing our I 
felvesduly for the Bleſſedoacrament, Nh! 


and by a Reverent and Relig ous 


uſe of it, our Faith becomes the af 


ſtronger, our Hopes the mare vigo- 
rous; our Charity the more At- 


dent; our Minds the more Cireum · bi 
5 ſpect; 
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ſpect our Care and Caution the 
more ſtrict; and all the ordinary 
Gifts and Graces of God's Spirit are 
thereby the more Exerciſed, Con- 
1 and increaſed 1 in us. 


This ſhews, what an admirable 
way of Redeeming our loſt time“ 
this is, to attend diligently upon the 
Inſtitutions of our Religion, becauſe 
the great work we are to do, in or- 
der to a bleſſed Eternity, and to fit 
us for it, is thereby carried on with 
conſtant Diſpatch, and with the quic- 
ker Hand. Bur we ſhould conſider 
moreover how profitably we may 
imploy our time, and recover in 
ſome meaſure what is loſt, by dai- 
ly ſetting aſidg, ſome part and por- 
tion of the time we have for the Or- 
Unance of Pr aue done: e ven When we 
are not Communicants at the Altar, 
dor hearers of the Word after he 
molt folemn manner. Eve 
" 1 bleſs thee, 8 the P 


g : 2 
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F P/. 145. 2. And indeed the thing [1 
s grounded upon an eternal Law of 
Reaſon: For we ſtand in Need of 
his Goodneſs, and Receive of his t 
Goodneſs daily; and therefore it is || { 
* neceſſary and equal, that we ſhould It 
Jaddreſs our ſelves to him daily, | 0 
with Supplications and Thankſgi- f 
e 
al 
al 
e 


vings. Now if we ſhould do this 

(I mean, do it with ſuch devout 
Hearts as ought to be applied to ſo 
ſublime a Duty) beſides the ad van-¶ te 
tage we get by attending Weekly 0 
and Monthly upon other Ordinan- 
ces, our daily attendance upon This, 
would be of infinite uſe to us. For 
hereby we do not only fit and pre- 
pare our Souls for an heavenly State, 1! 
but are indeed a Doug the works of 
of Heaven; actually fix d upon 
them, already imploy d and Eg. 
ged in thoſe Exerciſes, "which are 
the Life of Angels, and of the Spi- 
E rits of Juſt Men made Perfect. To off 
Admire, and adore, and love; and to 
3 praifeſ, [+ 


Bedeemmm Time 2 4 
1g | praiſe-God, is the everlaſting buti- 


of nes of the Bleſſed above: And this 


of | we do Tye below, 22 in 
lis that intenſe Degree awe wor- 
ji Ribu n Hub e 42 
1d | ty of Holineſs ; when we proſizate 
ly, | our ſelves before him, under, a pro- 
oi= | found and awful Senſe. of his ſuper- 
his | excellent Majeſty ; When gur Minds - 
jut ue fd uponthim, ast : Glorious 
and Raviſtung, Object of our Con, 
egen z. Ae. the aui . 
uls are acmtmg. vigorou u 
bm: when we Ea Ut and Magi. 
he him in our Hearts; when gur 
Deſires ſtream out afterſhim, as the 
Joaly Good we long for, when our 
Thoughts are full otxaptucghs Idea's 
ris Jof his Perfections; when we cele- 
brate and ſet him forth, as the great 
Jeſt, wiſeſt, and belt of all Beings; 
when our Hcarts are inflamed with 
. 42 Love of him; and When ve 
r 
and to him with Afﬀections as high 
raiſe 4 6 = Ra G * a8 


our Prayers and. Praiſgs , 


8 


=” A 
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as. Heaven, and as large as. the 
| | (20M; 2391 9301 3411-10 2 
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And catrany time be better, or ſo 
well fpent, as that which. js thus 
employ*d?* Ttis is to Redeem ones 
Time to the beft purpoſe; and in 
ſome Senſe to live it over again, by 


follow ing the great Work of ones 


whole lite cloſe, and fo by Iiving 
much in a little: And the deſign 
of this Conſideration is, to ſtir you 
up to the Love and Practice of De- 
votion; as a proper way of making 
your Life up, whereinſoever you 
may have been hitherto defective. 
To recover what hath been miſ- 
ſpent, and to fit your ſelf for God 
and Heaven, without frequent Act 
of Piety, is impoſſible : Rather it 


is a way to loſe on, and ſpend amiſ 
ſtill, and to make your Condition 


every day worſe and worſe. And 


this one great Reaſon, that there 
are ſo many Evil People in. th 


World, 


# 
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I World, becauſe they neglect 4 
the | Courſe of Devotionz which, if di- 
ligently and rightly followed, could 
not chuſe but make them better. 


bus I do not mean, that every one is 
nes ¶ a Saint that reſortsto the Church, or 
in that the repeating of ſo many good 
by Prayers is encugh to diſpoſe and } 
nes qualiſie People for Eternal Happi- 
ing fl neſs. No, there are ſome that con- 
ign tent themſelves with the bare per- 
you fo 

a 


_ 


rmance of the outward Work; 
there are others, that go to the 
ing] Temple rather in compliance with 
you a Cuitom, or out of Compliment 
ve. and Civility to the Laws, than for 
nil-l Chnuſcienceſake towards God. But 
this is my meaning, that when 
Men apply their Souls to the uſe 
of God's Ordinances, as a neceſſary 
Duty, and ſeriouſly iatend to do 
themſelves good by the uſe of them, 
and go about it with Sincerity of | 
Mind, and Rxercila themſelves in 
b. 0 3 it 


V 
Oo 


© 259 IP2aſcatDiſconvle of 
it Withattentive gal, and with 
Humble, Fervent and Devout Spi- 
rits; when their hearts are thus 


vready Courſe to fit themſelves for 
Heaven, as God will be ſure to 
Blels and Profper with ſueceſs, if 
«hey perſevere unto the end in ſo 
doing. They are then in God's 
y, and in the way of the Holy 
Spirit, to enlighten their Underſtan- 
dings, to guide them into the Truth, 
| T0" revew their Minds, to ſancti- 
e their Affections, to direct their 


| Natures and to aſſiſt and ftrengthen 
| them unto every good work. And 
by this means as they obtain pardon 
| for their paſt Miſcarriages, fo they 
gradually retrieve their former Lol: 
 fe$} and make the time paſt their 
dn sgain, by their extraordinary 
bing op an Hiatus with a pro- 


ent. 


Dy 
port le Supplem IV 


Honeſtly diſpos d, they take ſuch a 


Wills, to improve and perfect their 


Ogre. 


5 
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2. Secondly, As the diligent at- 
tend ince upon God's Ordinabces 
helps us to redeem the time that is 
Cone; ſo it ſerves to keep us from 
Loſing more for the Future. We 
may .reckon that time to be Loft, 
which is ſpent either after a Wickea, 
or after a Vain manner; That is, 
whea the Conſcience contractetli 
ſome great Guilt in the ſpending of 
it, or When the Man gets no ſolid 
Benefit or Satisfaction by it, though 
ſtrictly ſpeaking we cannot affirm, 
it is ſinned away; and in both theſe - 
reſpects we ſhall ſee, chat a courſe 
of Devotion ſecures us from being 
any conſiderable Loſers. | 


I. Firſty That time is to be ac- 


counted, Loft, which is ſpent in 
Wickedneſs. When Vice takes it up, 
ſo much of our Liſe is gone to our 
eternal Prejudice and Hurt, unleſs 
the Wickedneſs be retracted, a 
| e 


.- r52 A Pantical Diſcourſe of 
Man doth what he can to undo his 
Actions, and to unlive his former 
Life; and ſo begins, as it were, his 
days again. To be ſure he himſelf 
reckons ſo much oft his time quite 
thrown away; is willing to raiſe it 
out of his own Memory; and hear- 
tily wiſheth, that the juſt Judge 
of all the Earth would ſorget it too, 
and never impute or account it unto 

him. Now People that are ever 
mindful of their Devotions, are not 
in danger of loſing their time This 
way; becauſe they are aſſured, that 
if they regard Iuiquit) in their onn 
Hearts, the Lord will not hear them. 
Pſal. 66. 18, Nay, that their Sz. 
criſice will be an Abominat ion, Prov. 
. 15, 8. Upon which account ' tis 
morally impoſſible for them to Sin 
| and Pray too. left inftcad of Mercies 
they ſhould draw down a Thunder- 
Holt, and inſtead of Bread ſhould 
receive a Stone, ora Scorpion. The 
Who have a ſenfe of God, © _ 
| needs 
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needs be {þie of offering up lun 
Prayers, as are enough to put them 
out of Countenance, and out of 
Hope too; ſuch Prayers as they 
know will Recoil upon them; and 
not only fly in their faces, but ter- 
ihe and gall their very Conſciences 
alſo; But in truth, We cannot ſup- 
poſe Men of Pious Minds te ſpend 
their precious Time to ſuch bad 
purpoſes as theſe; becauſe the No- 
tions they have of God's Majeſty, 
of his Omanipreſence and Omnt- 
ſcience, of his Juſtice, Holineſs, 
and the like, are a continual check 
upon them, to govern their natural. 
laclinations, . and to reſtrain them 
from tho.e evil Courſes, into which 
others run without Fear or Wit, 
as the Horſe ruſheth into the Battle, 
as the Prophet ſpeaks, Jer. 8. 6. 
Beſides, as they have not the Heart, 
or Face to Sin, ſo neither have they 
thoſe Temptations add Opportunities, 
which the Devil Miniſt:eth daily 
5 TOES to 


+ two thoſe, ho are ſuch Sraxzers to 
the Throneof Grace, as if they li- 


ved Without God in the World. 
| Such Men are never out of the De. 
Voil's road; and therefore it is no 
wonder if Vice be the trade they 
beſtow their Time upon; no won- 
der, if a Luxurious Table, or a 
Dalilabs Lap, or a Drunken Socie- 
ty, or Prophane Diſcourſe, or the 


tudy of Miſchief, or the Drudg- 


ery of Covetouſneſs, or the Pride 


of Lite taketh up tlioſe Hours, which 


God hath a right to. Ungodly 
1 ant Contempt of things 
Szcred do always betray Men to 
forewickedneſs or other; nor can- 
not be but Irre ligion and Vice muſt 


go together ; ſo that mongſt other 


Arguments that might be heaped 
up to encourage us to a life of De- 
vokion, this is one, that it is an ex- 
cellent Secunzty and Preſervative a- 
gainſt Sin, and keeps us out of 
Harms-way : 2 is the Mam, ſaith 
7 | Da Vs d, 


_— _ 
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to David, ' thut walketh not in the Coun- 
Ii ff of the Unzodly, nor ſtandeth in the 
. way of Sinners, nor ſitteth in the Seat 
e. of the e PC. 7. x. This is the 
10 Felicity of the de vout Man in par · 
V ticular ; whoſe Affections being ſet 
n JF tjpon the things above, he has not 
© | ſo much time to ſpare from Prayer 
and Contemplation, as the Children 
of this World fling away upon their 
Luſts; nor doth Temptation or ill 
Company ſeduce him into the ways 
Jof Death. The Angels of God are his 
guard to keep him in all his ways. 
Solitude, which is to ſome a Svare, 
is to him an opportunity for Grave 
and Holy Meditationc. This Houſe 
it Nof God is a Sanctuary to him from 
er his own Evil Self; a place of refuge 
1 from his corrupt Heart; the very 
e- Thoughts whereof he there keeps in 
order, by minding the ſeveral Pu- 
ties of the Place, and by the reve- 
tf rend Apprehenſions he hath of that 
nsnite Being, who is the Searcher of 
103 | Hearts, 


| 355 Adhzattical Diſlrourle of 
Hearts, and by this mean he clear; 
and rids his Soul of thoſe vagrant 
lImaginations, which other wiſe 
3 — diſturb and annoy his Heart, 
as Abraham drove away the Fow!s, 
when he offer d to God His Sacri- 
| tice, Gen. 15. 11 


Thus, to attend diligently upon 
the Ordinances and = hk of 
our Religion, keeps us from loſing 
more of our Time. in the Firſt re- 
ſpect; from ſquandring it away 
upon that which is Evil; nay, from 
lay ing any part of it out upon the 
Principles, the Occaſions, the Oppor- 
tunit ies of Evil. And the ule we 
ſhould, make of it is, that of that 
little Time God allots us in this 
World, we ſhould ſet what we can 


apart for religious Offices. The 


Scripture calls it, Praying mithaut 
Ceaſing, 1 Theſſ. 5. 17. Coxtingiang 
i Prayer, _ and watching inthe [ae 
mith Thankſgiving, Col. 4, 2. Pra- 
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tation in the Lr and wat ing 
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ing always with all Prayer and Supplis 


thereunto with all Perſeverance, Ephe 
6, 18. And continuing: inſtant in 


Prcer, Rom. 12. 12. By which 4 
Expreſſions is meant, not that Wwe 


ſhould be praying every Minute of 
the Day (for other Works of Ne- 

ceſſity and Charity are to be attend- 
ed on alſo) but that we ſhould not 
let flip any convenient Opportunity 


of Devotion, nor play away thoſe 


hours which are Proper for it; but 
with all poflible diligence and appli- 


cation of Mind obſerve thoſe times 


of Prayer which are ſtated and Fix- 
ed, either by publick Authority, 
or by our own private, voluntary 


choice; ſo that our whole time 


may turn to very good account. 


9 2. Secondly, By this means we 


{hall be {ure not to ſpend our Time 


Vain) neither; which is 4#0:ther 


way of loſing it; that is, when a 
| Mans 


»Þ 


| +358 eee Diſroutle or 
Man gets no ſolid Berefr-and Satis 
ucbion by it, though ſtrictly fpeak- 
ing we cannot affirm,” that he S/. 
| meth it away; or lays it out upon 
Vice and Wickedneſs.' Man being 
| - rational Creature, endued with 
Underſtanding, on purpoſe that he 
might deliberately Act in order to 
Ends, that befit and become the Dig. 
mity of his Nature; all that time is 
to be reckond Loſt to him, which 
doth not ſerve in ſome meafure to 
F Anſwer ſuch Ends, To gratifie the 
| . Senſes is the Life of # Beaſt; and it 
becomes a Beaſt well enough; be- 
| cauſe aBeaſt hath no higher, or no- 
bler Faculties than Senſe. But in 
Man, Reaſon hath the Superiority; 


| or a Faculty of diſtinguiſhi - 
% lly Good, 


| [tween that which is mora 


or morally. Evit; and a power of 


e and judging rouching 
the 


they -Defer Ve, anc} WW nat may be 


the Rewards of them. To Act like 


a 


\ 
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a 8 is to live secord- 
ing to Reaſon; or, as it becomes a 
Creature, that bach the Rules of 
Vertue and Religion before him; and 
as . of begs he Acteth according to 
ules, ' veſides the Rewards 
* Entitles intel to in another 
World bereafter, he doth himſelf 
great good in this Life, and receives 
that Pleoſweand Sti gartuof mind, 
which is au unſpeakable Reward at 
preſent. Now of all theſe Acts of 
a Rational Soul, Devosion, or the 
Contemplating and Wot ſhipping ok 
God, brings with it the Higheſt 
Pleaſure: and therefore the Time © 
that is beſto w d upon it, muſt needs 
be of the very beſt account. 


Tt he truth of this i is, ſuch as Wor- | 


ſhip God with all their Hearts, find 
by daily Experience the great Plea- 
ſures that go along with "their As 


of Worſhip; the reliſh and fatis- 


* they leave behind upon the 1 
| Soul, | 


\ * 


A Practical Dacdur ie of 
dn eee the Solemnity is vver ; 
the Deli 32 which: —— 
4 Sedan and the wonderful Com. 
| aceficy wherewith 
— Dai A Cc, theſe Preſent 
- Rowen ſbew, that they have well 

employed and husbanded their time. 
And wien a Man comes at laſt to 
caſt up his Actions upon his Death- 
Bed, and to take a true Inventory 
of them, molt certainly nothing 
then can ſpeak greater Peace, or 
miniſter greater Joy to his departing 
Soul, than if he be able to give this 
Teſtimony of himſelf, that amidſt 
all the Contingencies; Vanities, 
Allurements, and Fatigues of the 
World, he hath made his ag an 
Z | Ofering to his Maker. 


This we ſhould conf der in Time 

and While it is yet called, J Dy. 
It becomes Creatures endued with 
KRKeaſon, and enlighined wich Re- 
velation alſo, to Forecaſt 'Events 
= througly, 
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throughly, and to Movide uh 
things Before-hggdy, as will ſtand us 
in good ſtead, be of ſubſtantial 
uſe and comfort to us all along; cf 
which this muſt” needs be one of 
LEA continued Courſe of Piety and 
Re 


o 


And what have they to compare 


. 
. 
* 


Viciom, yet are very Vain Perſ 
M ey thi owns — 
antry aad Impertinencies ; not as if 
they were reaſonabe Beings, able 
and obliged to proſecute the no- 
bleſt Ends; but rather little Pup 
pets and Figures of Men, 

into the World, juſt to take a fe- 
inſigni cant turns in it, and to 
-, make a ſhew ? Such are thoſe, who 
„ | know not, or think not how to rid 
h away their time, but by formal 
. | Entertainments, by Mirth and Rai- 
5 lery, by Ceremony and nn 
on L . 


with this, Who, though they be not 


b 52 4 Paactieai Dilcourle of 
E by idle Vis; e e 
m ſhort, by an ufAccountable va- 
| - Tiety of un- man like ways of ſpend- 
ing and paſſing away ones Life, 1 
ſuppoſe ſuch People not formally 
to. Sin, but fooliſhly to Triſe away 
their Minutes, which is the ſofteſt 
and moſt innocent Conſtruction 
that can be made of it. Now tho 
bytheſe mean and childiſn Methods 
(ay ry is N 1 1s 
by down - right Villany and Debau- 
aries; yet this is erg to ren. 
| Aer them contemptible, that they 
bring a Man no ſolid advantage or 
H natisfaction, and therefore are to be 
reckoned ſo many loſt Expences. 
The pleaſure of them is like an In- 
fant's Dream, which is only the pte- 
ſent Operation of Fancy, that gives 
him a Minutes Smile. The Soul is 
never awhit the wiſer, ot better for 
them; but the worſe rather, by be- 


and 


- ing degraded from its Dignity, 
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= contumeliouſiy put with all its 
noble Faculties, tõ uſe that are Illy 
and reproachful. All that can be 
ſaid of it is, that bythe help of theſe 
mean and triflin ways, ſo much 
time is gone: he Fool's Fingers 
are cab d of it; which wilt be far 
from being a comfort to him, that 
when Sickneſs and Death ſhallc come, 
it will be exceſſive Bitterneſs to 
Sade how well ſo many Hours 
might have been employed, by « 
- | working out his Salvation in the 
1 and 1 in the Cloſer. | 


10 1 all: The defign of 
be | this whole Diſcourſe 1 is, to ſhew,how 


es. much it is our Duty, our Intereſt, 


ind our Wiſdom, to make a good 
uſe-of our Time; and what Courſe 
is proper” for us to take, that it may 


is turn to d account; tobur 
| 8 * advantage! 
= And 


8 * fr” A . , 
. A Patilenl Diſtourledt 
1 lis 11 * Tur Via Hans eh 


Ad would God. an would © be 
perſwadet. to conſider ſeriouſly. 


k 

ſt 

| 5 ng an tant thing this is 
che neſs indeed we ſhould || Þ 
— mindful o ini this Life; be- bf 

Muſe it is the Meaſure of our Eaves: a 

and when Death comes, t will be] be 

equally as impoſſible to'recal the | th 

One, as it will be * © Wye 0: ut 
Verte G ler. os wad bi 
Ia 09 Mgt 5 158 wy 6 a 


We . — call Time, chimes 
— thing in che World; and 
— to Think it ſuch, when Marten 
reat Conſequence require quic 

Aan; * pry, a Day, an 
Hour, a Gains is thought top; va 
able to be neglected ; el the I:ols, 
though but o one Mont x, at one 
defeat the Hopes, and poll all the 
Labours of an Whole: Tes Sort hat 
the Imprqyidence oft many Peopk 
is aſtoniſhing and unaccountable, 
that 
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that when their very Souls lie at 
fake;-and Hell and Damnation is 
before them, they ſhould: then only 
be o careleſs of their Time tho? 
the Caſe be of the Greateſt Concern- 4 
ment; aal che Hazards they run 
be the colt ' Fatal, — 2 
. follows will moſt certai 
rewe rom 
— 41 D 
=Bar horruh! is, <Fimwinn ink of 
Many Bleſſings,” which Men 
never o Prise, as hen they Want 
em. The Sad many = of a. 


Death<Brd; the . Go 
ache ' of Te ond it, 
plainly argte, "that — g can be 
more Morih recalling, than Time; 
and nothing more Worth our hus- 
banding, than the Preſent time; be- 
cauſe When once gone, it is Never I 
.to be recall. 8 8 
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2 Thar chote ma be no room for 
3 ſuchLore ere er 75 
vou the moſt neceſſary, and profita- 
ales I can think of, how you 
N may y employ that time w Nich is now 
1 your Flanas; and in ¶ Moral ſen- 
ſe redeem too what. is ſlipt Auay; 


- 2 uſt rious Refolngionts by 


nes and vigorous Repentance; 
by-a operative and univerſal Cha: 

No 0 by caution and watchfulneſs 
every remaining da 2 your Life; 
| and pd IA" y devoting all 
| Hunk yan: can to the Service and 
Worſlip of God; which-of the ſe- 
veralParciculars hath taken up the 
3 ſhare of my Meditations, 


it is the Employment of 


3 Heaven it ſelf, and that which 
juſtly claimeth All poi Fort: 
of our time here. % 


* N 5 - 


By 
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By the diligent: performance of 
theſe things we may ſo redeem our 
Time, as to make a great deal of a 


few Days; and do that in one Third 


of one's Life, which ſome hardly 
do in their whole Age, though it 
be a long one; and then is a Man's 
Life to good purpoſe. For tis not 
how long, but how well a Man lies, 


, | which God conſiders; nor is it his 
Tears, but his Works, that will be 


regarded in God's Day. In ſhort: 
He that exerts all the Faculties and 
Powers of bis Soul in a Courſe of 
Virtue, and to the utmoſt of his A- 
bilities endeavours to rectiſie what 


hath been amiſs: He that doth all 


the Good he can in lus Generation, 


and ſpends not a Day without ſet- 
ting forward in ſome meaſure his 


ownand other Men's Salvation ; He . | 
chat gives himſelf to God's Service, 


and continually makes an 9 
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es — Diſcourſe of | 
of his Heart, and Incenſe of his 
4 1 Hie it is that Redet us his 
Time indeed; 15 that be it longer 
or ſhorter 78 God ſhall ſee it beſt 
for chim., 9932 an, he 
ſhali Finiſh his Courſe well: And]! 
as Eliphas ſaid, Job. 5. 26. Hie ſbal 
came 0 his Grave in 4 full Age, like | * 
44 Shock of arne an his 
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Told, dh us ſo to An 
our Days, that we may apply.” 
our Hearts unto Wiſe, . 


. 1 
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SY fave us thy dice 
who put our = hy Truſt in 
hee. Send us Reiß from thy H. 
Iy Place, and evermore miehuily 
defend us. Let the Enemy babe 
no Advantage of us, nor the Wick- 
ed approach to us. But be unto us 
a Strong Tower from the Face of 
all our Enemies. And, 


ing 
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Lord our Heaven! * Father, 


God, who haſt ſafely brought us 
to · the Beginning of this Day, de- 
fend us in the ſame with thy migh- 
ty Power, and grant, that this Day 
we fall into no Sin, neither run in- 
to any kind of Danger; but that 
all our Doings may be ordered by 
thy Governance, to do always thac 
is righteous in thy Sight, through 
Teſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


| God, who knoweſt us to be 
{et in the midſt of ſo many 
reat Dangers, that, by reaſon 
of the Frailty of our Nature, we 
cannot alu ays ftand upright ; race 
to us ſuch Strength and Protection, 
as may ſupport us inall danger; 
and carry us through all Tempt:- 


and 
of t 


3 tions, through, Jetus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. l 
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Lasche God, who ſeeſt that 
| we have no Power of our 
ſelves to help our ſelves, keep us, 
both outwardly in our Bodies, and 
inwardly in our Souls; that we may 
be defended from all Adverſities 
which may happen to the Body, and 
from all Evil Theughts en ma) 
aſſault and hurt the Soul, throug 
n our Lord. Amen. 21 


- Lmighty God, my haſ given Pg 
thine only Son to' be unto us 
both a Sactibce for Sin, and ou 
Enfample of Godly Lae: 
Grace, that we may dy molt 
thankfully receive that his ineſtima- 
ble Benefit, and alſo daily endeavour 
our _ do follow the bleſſed Steps 


of. his [1 ON. 
the m_ Jet Cri: cu 
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© out whom nothing is ftrong, no- 
thing is holy, increaſe and mithtiply 


and Affektions of ſinful Men; Grant 


mandeſt, a 


may {b paſs thirough things Tempo- 
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ty God, who alone 
canſt M den the Unfuly Wills 


unto thy 


People; — ey may 
love the things which thod com- 


thou doſt promiſe; that ſo, among 
the ſundry and manifold Changes 
of the World, our Hearts may 
ſurely there he fixt Where True 
Joys are to be found, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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Q > God, tlie Protector of al 
them that truſt in thee;with- 


* 


upon us ch Mercy; that Thou 
| uler and Guide, we 


ral, that we finklly Jöſe not the 
things Eternal. Grant this, O Hea |. 
4 2 f venly 


- defire that which J. 


nnd Pier 17 4 
venly Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's * 
fake our Tord. Amen. 


Ur of all rower abd Might, 
| who art the Author. and Gi- 
ay ver of all Good Things; graft in 
m- Jour Hearts the Love of thy Name; 
ch lincteaſe in us True Religion, nou- 
ng - us with all Goodnels, and of 

great Mercy keep us in the 
= 7 4 eſus . our 
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N to thy Gracious Mercy and 

Protection, O God, we com- 
mit our ſelves. The Lord blels us, 
and kee us. The Lord make his 
Face to ſhine upon us, and be gra- 
ious unto us. The Lord lift up 
his Countenance upon us, and give 
$ Peace both now and evermore, 
Amen. 
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all things, Judge of all "Men ; we 


acknowledge and bewail our mani . 
fold Sins and Wickedneſs, which. 


we from time to time moſt greyiouf- 
ly have committed, by Thought 
Word and Deed, againft hy Di- 
vine Majeſty, proyoking moſt juſt- 
ly thy Wrath and Indignation a- 


gainſt us. We do earne 


and are heartily forry for theſe our 
Miſdoings; the remembrance of 
them is grevious unto us, the Bur- 
then of them is intolerable. | oak 

mercy 
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| us, moſt, mercifyl Father; far thy: 4 
Son, out Lord Jeſus Chriſſ's ſe tale 
forgive us all that is paſtgzand grant, 
that we may ve hereafter ſerve 
ud pleaſe wp Newogk of Li 
the Honour and ES :ofith 


Name, through. Joins riſt our 
La. Amen. e An 

wal 201337 : An 100 me 1 
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. Ie our Darkneſz, we bes 'I 
| ſeech thee, O Lord, and b/7 
1 reat Mercy defend us from all 
toy and Dan ger of this N tghr, 
for the Love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour, Jefus Chriſt. Ames. | 


Everlaſting God, who haſt 4 
ordained and conſtituted the 
Services of Angels and Men in a 
wonderful Order; merciſully grant, 
that as thy Holy Angels alway do 
thee Service in Heaven; fo by thy 
| | Arbe 
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N. Rave; O Lord, ITO 
ized into the Death of 
; thy eſſed Son, our Saviour, 

| Jeſus Chriſt. 80 by continual mor- 
tifying our corrupt Affections, we 
may be buried with him, and t 
| through the Grave and Gate 
Death we may paſs to our * 
Neſurrection for his Merits, who 
Died and was Buried, and Roſe 
again for us, thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen, 


U Liinighiy and Everlaſting God, 
who art always more ready 


want to give more than either we 


| delire or deſerve; pour down upon 


us che Abundance of thy Mercy; 
for- 
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to hear, than we to pray, and are 


A & + of £% tab. 


7 
— S - 


Cvaning Payer. - 199. 
forgiving us thoſe things whereof 
aur Conſcienceysafraid, and giving 
us thoſe good 17 which we are 
not worthy. to a8, but thro h 

the Merits and Meditation of Tefus 
Chriſt'thy-Son our Lord. Amen, | 
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6 zenious Mr. Tro. Otway, Sir George Ethe- 
ride, and the late Duke of ee 
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A Diſcourſe upon the Natare and Facul- Y 
ties of Man, in ſeveral Efays : With fome 
Conſiderations on the 2 of Hu- 
mane Life. By Tir, Nourſe, Gent · 9 
The whole Works of that excellent Pra- 
Rical Pliyſitian Dr. Tho. Sydenham. Where- 
in not only the Hiitory and Cures of acute 
Diſeaſes.are treated of after a new and ac 
curate Method; but alſo the ſafeſt and ſhor- 
teſt way of curing molt Chronical Diſeaſes: 
Tranſlated from the Original Latin, by F. 
Pechy, M. D. of the College of Phyſitians, 
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The Family Phyſitian ; being a choice 1 
Collection of experienced and approved Re- 
medies, to cure all Diſeaſes incident to Hu- 
mane Bodies, uſeful in Families, and ſervice · 
able to Country- People. By George Hart- 
man Chymiſt, Servant to dir Kenelm Dig- 
by till he die * 

A General Treatiſe of the Diſeaſes of lu. 
fants and Children, collected from the molt 
eminent Practical Authors. By John Pechy 
of the College of Phyſitians. 
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